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AGENDA ITEM: Transfer Application – for Partnership with Parents, Inc. 
 


  
Issue  


Partnership with Parents, Inc., a non-profit entity, submitted a complete Transfer Application 
for transfer of the sponsor from the Arizona State Board of Education (SBE) to the Arizona State 
Board for Charter Schools (Board).  
 
Background 
Partnership with Parents, Inc. was granted a charter in 2003 by the Arizona State Board of 
Education and opened Desert Heights Charter School in Glendale, AZ in the same year. 
 
The narrative provided by the charter holder describes the current student population as 62% 
white, 22% Hispanic/Latino, 10% Black/African American, 5% Asian/Pacific Islander, and 1% 
American Indian/Alaskan Native, with 44.1% of students receiving free or reduced lunch. 
 
Desert Heights Charter School currently serves grades K-11, but was recently approved to add 
12th grade for the FY 2014 school year. The school operates a 180 day calendar. The graph 
below shows the charter holder’s actual 100th day average daily membership (ADM) for fiscal 
years 2009-2013. 


 


 
 
As stated in Board policy, prior to a charter school being placed on an agenda, staff conducts a 
compliance check as part of the approval process. With the exception of not meeting the 
Board’s expectation for academic performance, the charter holder is compliant in all other 
areas. A Demonstration of Sufficient Progress (DSP) was submitted by the charter 
representative. The DSP was evaluated using the criteria provided in Appendix D of the Board’s 
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Academic Performance Framework and Guidance document. After a site visit was conducted to 
review additional documents and information, the DSP was scored as Acceptable. 
 
Curricular Emphasis 
According to the curricular emphasis narrative, Desert Heights Charter School provides a 
rigorous instructional program integrating research-based curriculum and project based 
learning methodology with a defined process of data driven decision-making in a culturally 
diverse, family oriented learning environment. For language arts instruction, the school uses 
Imagine It! for grades K-11. In addition, students in grades 5-11 use a variety of resources for 
Language Arts instruction and are expected to read and analyze literature independently, in 
small groups, and as a whole class. As stated in the transfer application, students are 
encouraged through Accelerated Reader to read novels at their proficiency level and take 
comprehension tests to demonstrate their understanding of the novel chosen. Students in 
grades 7-11 use the classical literature of both fiction and nonfiction from Novel Studies and 
Glencoe Literature. Additionally, the school assesses writing using Six Traits. Saxon Math is 
implemented in grades K-11. Science instruction is supported through the use of the Science 
Explore series. Social studies instruction is provided using a variety of print and technology-
based materials.  
 
Additional aspects of the school, according to the application, include the following: 


 Galileo K-12 for subject area assessments 


 25:1 student/teacher ratio in Kindergarten, 28:1 student/teacher ratio in grades 1-4 and 
30:1 in grades 5-11 


 Incentives to promote consistent attendance 
 


Academic Performance  


The academic performance of Desert Heights Charter School for the FY2012 school year, as 
based upon the Board’s academic framework is presented in the dashboard below:    
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The overall rating for Desert Heights Charter School is 57.35 including points received for the FY 
2012 letter grade of B as reported by the Arizona Department of Education.  
 
The Demonstration of Sufficient Progress (DSP) submitted by the charter holder was evaluated 
using the DSP evaluation criteria to determine if the school operated by the charter holder is 
making progress toward meeting the Board’s academic performance expectations.   
 
The initial evaluation of the DSP for Partnership with Parents, Inc. described systems and 
processes in the areas of curriculum, instruction, assessment, and professional development, 
but limited data was provided. The DSP was scored as Not Acceptable. 
 
Following the initial evaluation of the DSP, staff conducted a site visit on May 30 to meet with 
Mark Giles, Charter Representative, Chelsey Peitz, Principal, and Beth Gue, Federal Grants 
Coordinator to confirm the documentation presented in the DSP and review additional 
information to be considered in the final evaluation of the charter holder’s Demonstration of 
Sufficient Progress submission (presented in the transfer portfolio: c. DSP Evaluation 
Instrument). Evidence described in the DSP confirmed during the site visit included unit 
curriculum maps, curriculum review rubric, lesson plans, professional development calendar, 
teacher evaluation documentation, student growth tracking for Reading and Math, daily 
schedules, and classroom observation rubrics. The charter holder provided additional evidence 
and documentation regarding areas not sufficiently addressed in the submitted DSP, including 
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assessment data to demonstrate student growth and increased student proficiency (presented 
in the transfer portfolio: d. DSP Evidence).     
 
Staff has determined, through an evaluation of the submission, including information and 
documentation collected at the site visits that Partnership with Parents, Inc., demonstrated 
sufficient progress toward meeting the Board’s academic performance expectations. 
 
Governance Structure:  
The charter holder is a Limited Liability Partnership, registered with the Arizona Corporation 
Commission in February, 2003. Officers include Tony Elliott, Manuel Robles, and Judie Kupillas. 
Mark Jiles serves as the charter representative.   
 
 
Board Options  


1. Approve the Transfer Application for Partnership with Parents, Inc. Staff recommends 


the following language provided for consideration: I move to approve the request for 


transfer of the charter for Partnership with Parents, Inc. from the Arizona State Board of 


Education to the Arizona State Board for Charter Schools. 


 


2. Deny the Transfer Application for Partnership with Parents, Inc. The following language 


is provided for consideration: I move to deny the request for transfer of Partnership 


with Parents, Inc. from the Arizona State Board of Education to the Arizona State Board 


for Charter Schools for the following reasons: 


 Failure to provide a learning environment that improves pupil achievement 


in accordance with A.R.S. §15-181; and 


 Other specific reasons the Board may have found during its consideration 


including…  
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Demonstration of Sufficient Progress Evaluation Instrument 


Charter Holder Name:  Partnership with Parents, Inc.                       
School Name:  Desert Heights  
Date Submitted:  12/31/2012 


Required for:  Transfer Application 
 
Evaluation Completed: 5/16/2012; revised 6/3/13


 
I = Result after initial evaluation 
S = Result after evaluation of information collected from the site visit  


 
Measure  


Acceptable 
Not 


Acceptable 
Comments 


1a. Student Median Growth Percentile 
(SGP) 
Math S I 


No data was provided that demonstrated student growth in Math. 
Assessment data was provided at the site visit to demonstrate student growth in 
Math. 


1a. Student Median Growth Percentile 
(SGP) 
Reading S I 


Very limited data was provided that demonstrated student growth in Reading. 
Assessment data was provided at the site visit to demonstrate student growth in 
Reading. 


1b. Student Median Growth Percentile 
(SGP) Bottom 25% 
Math S I 


No data was provided that demonstrated student growth for bottom 25% in Math. 
Assessment data was provided at the site visit to demonstrate student growth for 
the bottom 25% in Math. 


1b. Student Median Growth Percentile 
(SGP) Bottom 25% 
Reading   S I 


No data was provided that demonstrated student growth for bottom 25% in Reading. 
Assessment data was provided at the site visit to demonstrate student growth for 
the bottom 25% in Reading. 


2a. Percent Passing 
Math 


S I 


Limited data was provided that demonstrated increased percent passing in Math. 
Assessment data was provided at the site visit to demonstrate increasing student 
proficiency in Math. 


2b. Composite School Comparison 


(Traditional and Small Schools only)  


Math 
S I 


No data was provided that demonstrated students are doing as well as expected in 
Math. Assessment data was provided at the site visit to demonstrate increasing 
proficiency in Math. 
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Measure  
Acceptable 


Not 
Acceptable 


Comments 


2c. Subgroup Comparison 
(2b. for Alternative)  


ELL 


    Math 


S I 


Very limited data was provided that demonstrated the school’s systems have 
contributed to increased student proficiency in Math for ELL students. Assessment 
data was provided at the site visit to demonstrate increasing student proficiency in 
Math for ELL students. 


2c. Subgroup Comparison 
(2b. for Alternative)  


ELL 


    Reading 


S I 


No data was provided that demonstrated increased student proficiency in Reading for 
ELL students. Assessment data was provided at the site visit to demonstrate 
increasing student proficiency in Reading for ELL students. 


2c. Subgroup Comparison 
(2b. for Alternative)  


Students with  disabilities 


    Math 


S I 


Very limited data was provided that demonstrated increased student proficiency in 
Math for students with disabilities. Assessment data was provided at the site visit to 
demonstrate increasing student proficiency in Math for students with disabilities. 


2c. Subgroup Comparison 
(2b. for Alternative)  


Students with  disabilities 


    Reading 


S I 


Very limited data was provided that demonstrated increased student proficiency in 
Reading for students with disabilities. Assessment data was provided at the site visit 
to demonstrate increasing student proficiency in Reading for students with 
disabilities.  
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ARIZONA  STATE  BOARD  FOR  CHARTER  SCHOOLS


Interval Summary Review


Five-Year Interval Report Back to reports list


Interval Report Details


Report Date: 04/02/2013 Report Type: Interval


Charter Contract Information


Charter Corporate Name: Partnership with Parents, Inc.


Charter CTDS: 07-86-21-000 Charter Entity ID: 81099


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 06/18/2003


Authorizer: SBE Contractual Days:


Number of Schools: 1 Desert Heights Charter School: 180


Charter Grade Configuration: K-11 Contract Expiration Date: 06/17/2018


FY Charter Opened: 2003 Charter Signed: 06/18/2003


Charter Granted: — Corp. Commission Status Charter Holder is in Good
Standing


Corp. Commission File # 1066894-8 Corp. Type Non Profit


Corp. Commission Status
Date


12/14/2010 Charter Enrollment Cap 1100


Charter Contact Information


Mailing Address: 5821 West Beverly Lane
Glendale, AZ 85306


Website: —


Phone: 602-896-2900 Fax: 602-467-9540


Mission Statement: We the faculty, staff, and administration of Desert Heights Charter School will work with
parents and all other stakeholders on behalf of all students by way of collaborative, site-based
decision making. We will establish and maintain a safe and orderly learning environment. We
expect all students to achieve and surpass state learning objectives to the best of their ability.
We will implement instructional strategies and methods of frequently monitoring student
progress that are based on sound research. We will employ highly qualified and well-trained
teachers and support staff. We are committed to maximizing students' opportunity to learn
and time on task. We will establish and maintain strong home-school and community-school
relationships.


Charter Representatives: Name: Email: FCC Expiration Date:


1.) Mr. Mark Jiles MJiles
@desertheightsschools.org


10/07/2016


Academic Performance - Desert Heights Charter School
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School Name: Desert Heights Charter School School CTDS: 07-86-21-101


School Entity ID: 78950 Charter Entity ID: 81099


School Status: Open School Open Date: 08/15/2002


Physical Address: 5821 West Beverly Lane
Glendale, AZ 85306


Website: —


Phone: 602-896-2900 Fax: 602-467-9540


Grade Levels Served: K-11 FY 2012 100th Day ADM: 678.7375


Academic Performance Per Fiscal Year


FY AZ LEARNS Profile Met AYP


Elementary ELEM


2012 B — — —


2011 — Performing Plus;B — Met


2010 — Performing Plus — Met


2009 — — Performing Plus Yes


2008 — — Performing Plus Yes


Academic Performance - Desert Heights Charter School (MC) (Member Campus)


School Name: Desert Heights Charter School
(MC)


School CTDS: 07-86-21-101


School Entity ID: 78950 Charter Entity ID: 81099


School Status: Open School Open Date: 08/15/2002


Physical Address: 16635 N. 51st Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85306


Website: —


Phone: 602-896-2900 Fax: 602-467-9540


Grade Levels Served: 7-9   


Charter/Legal Compliance


Charter Corporate Name: Partnership with Parents, Inc.


Charter CTDS: 07-86-21-000 Charter Entity ID: 81099


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 06/18/2003


Timely Submission of AFR


Year Timely


2012 Yes


2011 Yes


2010 Yes


2009 Yes


2008 Yes


Timely Submission of Budget


Year Timely


2013 Yes


2012 Yes


2011 Yes


2010 Yes


2009 Yes


Special Education Monitoring Detail


SPED Monitoring Date 05/07/2012 Child Identification In Compliance


Evaluation/Re-evaluation: In Compliance IEP Status: In Compliance
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Delivery of Service: Procedural Safeguards: In Compliance


Sixty Day Item Due Date — ESS Compliance Date: 05/24/2012


Audit and Fiscal Compliance


Charter Corporate Name: Partnership with Parents, Inc.


Charter CTDS: 07-86-21-000 Charter Entity ID: 81099


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 06/18/2003


Timely Submission of Annual Audit


Year Timely


2012 No


2011 Yes


2010 No


2009 Yes


2008 Yes


Audit Issues Requiring Corrective Action Plan (CAP)


FY Issue #1 Issue #2


2012 Fingerprinting Classroom Site Fund (301)


2011 Classroom Site Fund (301)


2010


2009 Information Forwarded to Internal Revenue Service


2008 Fingerprinting - Repeat


Repeat Issues Identified through Audits


FY Issue #1 Issue #2 Issue #3 Issue #4


2012 Repeat Accounting Records Repeat Procurement Repeat Procurement Repeat Procurement


2011 Repeat Procurement Repeat Procurement Repeat Procurement


2010 Repeat Procurement Repeat Procurement


2009 Repeat Procurement Repeat Procurement


2008 Repeat Procurement
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Desert Heights Charter School 12
th


 Grade Amendment Response to Substantively Incompleteness of Academic Performance 


 


Items to consider: 


1. Desert Heights switched from Scantron to Galileo for the District Assessment for this current 


school year. 


2. Desert Heights’ enrollment has increased substantially over the last few years which have 


increased the poverty rate to close to 50% and the special education population to over 12%. 


1.a. Are schools making adequate growth based on the school’s median student growth percentiles 


(SGP) in math? 


Does Not Meet Standard: 


 The school median SGPs for math is 41. 


A sustained improvement plan that includes evidence of increased student growth through 


implementation of: 


1. A curriculum that contributes to increased student growth 


 


Desert Heights uses an annual review process to evaluate and revise curriculum as needed. The 


team of administrators and lead teachers analyze student achievement data and updated state 


standards to determine the effectiveness of the currently used curriculum. This process has led to a 


change from using Saxon Math as the core curriculum for math, to using to the Arizona Academic 


Math Standards as the core curriculum. Teachers are meeting weekly to share resources for 


meeting and evaluating these standards. The school has implemented a block scheduling system for 


kinder through 6th grade to allow for teachers to specialize in Math and for students to receive 


flexible ability grouping. 7th through high school have ability based math courses taught by highly 


qualified math teachers. The school is currently researching new curriculum options and a few 


teachers are piloting Singapore Math. However, cost for resources must be analyzed and alignment 


with the common core standards is the priority. As new resources are needed for middle and high 


school, textbooks are being replaced with Pearson online texts. In 5th grade through 11th grade, any 


student who did not pass AIMS is receiving Title I services which includes an additional hour of daily 


math instruction specific to the areas of need as noted on the AIMS test. 


 


2. A plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction 


 


Each of the two building principals monitors both the planning and the instruction of the Arizona 


Academic Standards on a weekly basis. Lesson plans are submitted before instruction begins, state 


standards are posted in each classroom and each teacher receives a minimum of one walk-through 


observation where alignment of these standards is measured along with instructional strategies. 


Annually, each teacher is required to submit a curriculum map to outline the timeframe in which all 


standards will be introduced and measured. Also, 50% of each teacher’s effectiveness is based on 


Danielson’s Framework for Teaching. This is a formal evaluation of the teacher’s planning, 


classroom management, instruction and professionalism. This evaluation is completed during the 
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first quarter of school and teachers are placed on professional development plans for any area 


scored as falls far below. The teacher is monitored daily until mid-year when growth is evaluated 


and a decision is made (up to termination).The other 50% is based on the students’ academic 


growth and proficiency as measured by Galileo and AIMS. 


 


3. A plan for monitoring and documenting increases in student growth 


All students are evaluated using Galileo a minimum of three times annually. The first Galileo test is 


compared with AIMS data for placement in the flexible ability groups. Additionally, the lowest 25% 


of students, based on these two tests and classroom assessments will be placed on an 


Individualized Supplemental Instruction Plan. This ISI Plan will be used to document areas of focus, 


communicate a plan for additional support to the parents and students and to monitor growth 


towards these focus areas. In January, the same ISI Plan is implemented for the lowest 25% based 


on growth. The AIMS data is presented to the board annually, and Galileo data is presented in 


January and May of each year. Kinder through 4th grade students are evaluated by standards based 


grading specific to the common core (Arizona Academic) standards.  Each standard is listed and 


students’ proficiency is measured via assessments and project rubrics. The measurement is scored 


based on 25th percentiles and listed as Falls Far Below, Approaches, Meets, and Exceeds. The grade 


level teams meet weekly with administration to present the monitoring of the students falling far 


below, and provide weekly tutoring for these students. 5th – 11th grade students who did not meet 


on AIMS receive an hour of additional math instruction daily. The math teacher and math specialist 


meet together weekly to establish a focus for each child and monitor progress. Data from Galileo 


will be used at the end of the year to support decisions regarding schedules, placement, staffing 


and curriculum made by administration, lead teachers, and board members. 


 


4. A professional development plan that contributed to increased student growth 


 


Desert Heights’ professional development plan includes a combination of scheduled pre-service and 


in-service opportunities, weekly professional learning communities and job imbedded professional 


development. Administration, lead teachers and board members review data and research to insure 


instruction is focused on the vision and mission of the school. Desert Heights instructional goals are 


standards based supported by project based learning and technology integration. Scheduled in-


service is focused on data review and monitoring of plans and SMART goals. Additional support is 


provided for project-based learning. The PLC’s meet weekly and focus on review of evidence of 


student learning, evaluative pieces and instructional practices. Examples of job-embedded 


professional development include peer observation, team planning, content specific individualized 


SMART goals, and student involvement in instructional planning and documentation of student 


learning. Minutes and agendas from all professional development are submitted weekly to 


administration for review.  
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1.a. Examples of Evidence – Math         Example of Curriculum Assessment Component 
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1.a. Are schools making adequate growth based on the school’s median student growth percentiles 


(SGP) in reading? 


Does Not Meet Standard: 


• The school median SGPs for reading is 45. 


A sustained improvement plan that includes evidence of increased student growth through 


implementation of: 


1. A curriculum that contributes to increased student growth 


Desert Heights has changed from using Houghton-Mifflin to using SRA Imagine It as the core curriculum 


for kinder through 6th grade. The curriculum review team made this decision based on research from the 


Florida Center for Reading Research and the alignment with the high academic expectations of the new 


Arizona Academic Standards (Attached is research from Indiana, a member of PAARC). The school has 


implemented a block scheduling system for kinder through 6th grade to allow for teachers to specialize 


in Reading instruction and for students to receive flexible ability grouping. 7th through high school are 


also focused on the common core standards (Arizona Academic Standards) taught by highly qualified 


English Language Arts teachers with the use of novel studies. The Response to Intervention program is 


focused on Reading Fluency for kinder through 6th grade. The reading specialist evaluates all students 


kinder through 3rd grade to determine if any discrepancies are due to whole class issues such as 


curriculum. This was the system in which Desert Heights found the past reading curriculum to be poorly 


aligned with current researched practices and standards. This system for monitoring reading fluency is 


systematic and implemented with fidelity (See attached flow chart). 


 


2. A plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction 


Each of the two building principals monitors both the planning and the instruction of the Arizona 


Academic Standards on a weekly basis. Lesson plans are submitted before instruction begins, state 


standards are posted in each classroom and each teacher receives a minimum of one walk-through 


observation where alignment of these standards is measured along with instructional strategies. 


Annually, each teacher is required to submit a curriculum map to outline the timeframe in which all 


standards will be introduced and measured. Also, 50% of each teacher’s effectiveness is based on 


Danielson’s Framework for Teaching. This is a formal evaluation of the teacher’s planning, classroom 


management, instruction and professionalism. This evaluation is completed during the first quarter of 


school and teachers are placed on professional development plans for any area scored as falls far below. 


The teacher is monitored daily until mid-year when growth is evaluated and a decision is made (up to 


termination).The other 50% is based on the students’ academic growth and proficiency as measured by 


Galileo and AIMS. 


3. A plan for monitoring and documenting increases in student growth 
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The Response to Intervention Program is focused on Reading Fluency and all students kinder through 


3rd grade are evaluated by DIBELS three times annually, minimally (See attached flow chart). Based on 


this assessment, students receive additional instruction and monitoring by the Reading Specialist. 


Additionally, all students are evaluated using Galileo a minimum of three times annually. The first 


Galileo test is compared with AIMS data for placement in the flexible ability groups. Additionally, the 


lowest 25% of students, based on these two tests and classroom assessments will be placed on an 


Individualized Supplemental Instruction Plan. This ISI Plan will be used to document areas of focus, 


communicate a plan for additional support to the parents and students and to monitor growth towards 


these focus areas. In January, the same ISI Plan is implemented for the lowest 25% based on growth. 


Kinder through 4th grade students are evaluated by standards based grading specific to the common 


core (Arizona Academic) standards.  Each standard is listed and students’ proficiency is measured via 


assessments and project rubrics. The measurement is scored based on 25th percentiles and listed as 


Falls Far Below, Approaches, Meets, and Exceeds. 


 


 4. A professional development plan that contributed to increased student growth 


Desert Heights’ professional development plan includes a combination of scheduled pre-service and in-


service opportunities, weekly professional learning communities and job imbedded professional 


development. Administration, lead teachers and board members review data and research to insure 


instruction is focused on the vision and mission of the school. Desert Heights instructional goals are 


standards based supported by project based learning and technology integration. Scheduled in-service is 


focused on data review and monitoring of plans and SMART goals. Additional support is provided for 


project-based learning. The PLC’s meet weekly and focus on review of evidence of student learning, 


evaluative pieces and instructional practices. Examples of job-embedded professional development 


include peer observation, team planning, content specific individualized SMART goals, and student 


involvement in instructional planning and documentation of student learning. Minutes and agendas 


from all professional development are submitted weekly to administration for review. 
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1.a. Examples of Evidence – Reading 


Response to Intervention 


 


SRA Imagine Evaluation 
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1.b. Are the lowest-performing students making adequate growth based on the median student 


growth percentiles (SGP) of the lowest 25% of students in math? 


Does Not Meet Standard: 


• The school median SGPs bottom 25% for math is 42.5. 


A sustained improvement plan that includes evidence of increased student growth for students with 


growth in the lowest 25% through implementation of: 


1. A curriculum that contributes to increased student growth for students with growth percentiles 


in the lowest 25% 


 


Before the start of each school year, the curriculum review team analyzes the data from the 


AIMS test to determine trends specific to content areas, grade levels or classroom specific 


issues. Next, student specific information is reviewed to evaluate any trend in lack of growth. 


This process is repeated with all teachers during pre-service. In the first few weeks the all 


students are tested with Galileo. The teachers use a combination of AIMS data, Galileo data and 


classroom assessments to determine the lowest 25%. The students receive an Individualized 


Supplemental Instruction Plan which is reviewed with the parents. This 25% receive an hour of 


additional math instruction daily (5th-11th grade) or 30 minutes daily and one hour weekly 


(Kinder – 4th grade). The supplemental instruction is specific to the individual needs of the 


students. In January, the Galileo test is repeated and the lowest 25% is chosen based on lack of 


growth in comparison to the August testing. The ISI Plan process is then repeated or updated. If 


a student continues to not make necessary gains, the teacher to initiate a child study process 


that includes the special education team. A teacher may use supplement curriculum with 


teacher created resources, portions of Saxon Math, Pearson Math or Singapore Math. Many 


teachers use technology to provide practice of math fluency to assist students. If a child is not 


demonstrating adequate growth, the teacher must provide evidence of all supplemental 


instruction provided to assist the child study team in determining if a multi-disciplinary 


evaluation team is needed. 


 


 


2.  A plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction 


 


Each student’s ISI Plan is submitted to administration for review. All focus standards are 


reviewed to insure alignment with the Arizona Academic Standards. Additionally, all lesson plans 


submitted weekly by the Math Specialist are reviewed for alignment to the standards. Weekly 


observations of the Math Specialist insure the posting of the standards and that instruction is 


specific to the standards. The Math specialist’s formal teacher evaluation (50% of teacher 


effectiveness) is also completed within the first quarter of the school year. The Math specialist’s 


effectiveness is based on the proficiency and growth of the students that previously did not 


meet standards as measured by the AIMS test. Any student not demonstrating growth as 
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measured by a combination of AIMS data, Galileo scores, and class assessments is submitted to 


a child study team to review the curriculum and instruction provided to the student and to 


analyze the results to determine in a multi-disciplinary evaluation team is needed review data 


further.  


 


3. A plan for monitoring and documenting student growth for students with growth percentiles in 


the lowest 25% 


 


All students not meeting the standards on the AIMS test are placed in AIMS math class (5th -11 


grades) for an additional hour of math instruction daily. This data is combined with Galileo 


beginning of the year assessment and class assessments to determine placement in flexible 


ability groups (Kinder-8th grade). The lowest 25% of students, based on this data, receive an 


Individualized Supplemental Instruction Plan that is reviewed by parents and administration for 


quality and alignment. In January, all students are assessed with Galileo for comparative scores. 


ISI Plans are updated and all student data is analyzed to discover the lowest 25% based on lack 


of growth. This set of students is provided with an ISI plan which is reviewed with parents and 


administration for quality and alignment. If a student continues to lack necessary growth, a child 


study meeting is scheduled to review all curriculum, instruction, and achievement data to 


determine if a multi-disciplinary evaluation team is needed to review data and determine if 


more assessment data is necessary. In May, all students are evaluated with Galileo again. The 


lowest 25% of students based on growth and all students not proficient in grade level math 


standards are provided with free summer school instruction. This instruction is individualized 


and specific to standards not met. The students have individualized plans for the summer that 


are monitored throughout the program and evaluated before exiting summer school. 


Additionally, as the numbers of new students increase so does the number of students below 


the standards. Therefore, AIMS tests are required and Galileo testing is immediate. 


 


4. A professional development plan that contributed to increased student growth for students with 


growth percentiles in the lowest 25%. 


 


Professional development at Desert Heights is based on the Professional Development 


Leadership Academy’s Continuous Improvement Continuum. Data is collected by administration 


and reviewed by a team that includes lead teachers and board members. The data is then 


reviewed with the entire staff and teachers begin to use this information to diagnose needs and 


develop plans. SMART goals are written and reviewed throughout the year at content specific 


professional learning community meetings. Currently, the school’s focus is on instructing and 


monitoring proficiency and growth with the Arizona Academic Standards (common core). The 


lowest 25% in progressing grades have struggles most with this transition due to lack knowledge 


of number value and math fluency. Therefore, through high school teachers are working 


together to research and implement best practices for integrating manipulatives and technology 


to assist with this need. Every professional development opportunity includes support for 


instruction with these new standards. 
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1.b. Examples of Evidence – Math 


Component of Child Study Form    Component of ISI Plan 


 


Example of Scantron’s use to monitor student growth (Galileo is now being used but comparative scores 


will not be available until January assessment) 


 


Outcomes from November In-services based on data from low teacher results from DOMAIN 3: 


Instruction component 3b. Using Questioning and Discussion Techniques as measured by Danielson’s 


Framework for Teaching    PDLA Continuous Improvement Model 
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1.b. Are the lowest-performing students making adequate growth based on the median student 


growth percentiles (SGP) of the lowest 25% of students in reading? 


Does Not Meet Standard: 


• The school median SGPs bottom 25% for reading is 37. 


A sustained improvement plan that includes evidence of increased student growth for students with 


growth in the lowest 25% through implementation of: 


1. A curriculum that contributes to increased student growth for students with growth percentiles 


in the lowest 25% 


SRA Imagine provides intervention materials for struggling students. For example, for kinder through 2nd 


grades Imagine It! Phonics Kits build the reading foundational skills with students who need additional 


support.  SRA Imagine It! Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Kits develop the early literacy skills needed 


to apply the concepts of the Common Core State Standards. Instruction includes phonological and 


phonemic awareness, systematic, explicit phonics and fluency instruction. This support is best used with 


tier two students within the classroom by the classroom teacher. Tier three students receive 


supplemental instruction in small groups or individually from the reading specialist. The reading 


specialist uses a combination of Headsprout, Read Naturally, SRA Horizons, and SRA Corrective Reading 


as needed based on the needs of the students. Comprehension needs for students in grades 5-11th are 


managed with ISI Plans that include vocabulary building activities, graphic organizers, and practice of 


comprehension strategies provided by the classroom teacher. Annual review of student data is 


compared with current research of intervention resources during the Title I review process by the Title I 


team which includes administration, Federal Program Director, teachers, parents and reading specialist. 


This team determines how Title I moneys will be spent to maximize learning opportunities for the 


students not meeting grade level standards. 


2. A plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction 


Kinder through 4th grade students receive tiered support based on the RTI model and supported by the 


Reading Specialist. All lesson plans submitted weekly by the Reading Specialist are reviewed for 


alignment to the standards. Weekly observations of the Reading Specialist insure the posting of the 


standards and that instruction is specific to the standards. The Reading Specialist’s formal teacher 


evaluation (50% of teacher effectiveness) is also completed within the first quarter of the school year. 


The Reading Specialist’s effectiveness is based on the proficiency and growth of the students that 


previously did not meet standards as measured by the AIMS test. 5th – 11th grade students in the lowest 


25th percentile receive an ISI Plan submitted to administration for review. All focus standards are 


reviewed to insure alignment with the Arizona Academic Standards. Additionally, Any student not 


demonstrating growth as measured by a combination of AIMS data, Galileo scores, and class 


assessments is submitted to a child study team to review the curriculum and instruction provided to the 


student and to analyze the results to determine in a multi-disciplinary evaluation team is needed review 
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data further. All teachers receive weekly observations and submit weekly lesson plans to insure the 


integration of Arizona Academic Standards. 


3. A plan for monitoring and documenting student growth for students with growth percentiles in 


the lowest 25% 


Desert Heights conducts ongoing evaluation of the impact of RTI on student achievement (with 


particular focus on tier two and three in reading fluency) and the fidelity of implementation using 


evaluation data to identify desirable and undesirable innovations. Desert Heights refines the 


implementation plan, guidance, procedures and policies based on evaluations. All students receiving 


services are monitored frequently and plans are modified as needed. Progress monitoring is used to 


assess students’ academic performance, to quantify a student rate of improvement or responsiveness to 


instruction, and to evaluate the effectiveness of instruction. Progress monitoring is implemented with 


individual students and entire classes. In progress monitoring, attention focuses on fidelity of 


implementation and selection of evidence based tools, with consideration for cultural and linguistic 


responsiveness and recognition of student strengths. All students in grades kinder through 3rd grade are 


screened by DIBELS and reassessed three times annually. At risk students have their progress monitored 


weekly and the results are sent to teachers and administration by the reading specialist. 4th grade and 


higher are screened with DIBELS for additional assessment information as needed. 4th grade reading 


comprehension is monitored with Star Reader and Galileo. The lowest 25% of students performing on 


Galileo in grades 5 – 11 receive an ISI Plan and additional instruction for monitoring of growth. 


 


4. A professional development plan that contributed to increased student growth for students with 


growth percentiles in the lowest 25%. 


Professional development at Desert Heights is based on the Professional Development Leadership 


Academy’s Continuous Improvement Continuum. Data is collected by administration and reviewed by a 


team that includes lead teachers and board members. The data is then reviewed with the entire staff 


and teachers begin to use this information to diagnose needs and develop plans. SMART goals are 


written and reviewed throughout the year at content specific professional learning community 


meetings. Currently, the school’s focus is on instructing and monitoring proficiency and growth with the 


Arizona Academic Standards (common core). Every professional development opportunity includes 


support for instruction with these new standards.  
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1.b. Examples of Evidence – Reading 


 


Component of ISI Plan      Example of In-Service Agenda 


 


Example of Progress Monitoring – Student’s name removed 
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2.a. Are students achieving proficiency on state examinations in math? 


Does Not Meet Standard: 


• The school’s proficiency rates are below state average at 61 for math. 


A sustained improvement plan that includes evidence of increasing the percent of students passing the 


state assessment in reading and math through implementation of: 


1. A curriculum that contributes to increased student proficiency 


Desert Heights uses an annual review process to evaluate and revise curriculum as needed. The team of 


administrators and lead teachers analyze student achievement data and updated state standards to 


determine the effectiveness of the currently used curriculum. This process has led to a change from 


using Saxon Math as the core curriculum for math, to using to the Arizona Academic Math Standards as 


the core curriculum. Teachers are meeting weekly to share resources for meeting and evaluating these 


standards. The school has implemented a block scheduling system for kinder through 6th grade to allow 


for teachers to specialize in Math and for students to receive flexible ability grouping. 7th through high 


school have ability based math courses taught by highly qualified math teachers. The school is currently 


researching new curriculum options and a few teachers are using Singapore Math. However, cost for 


resources must be analyzed and alignment with the common core standards is the priority. As new 


resources are needed for middle and high school, textbooks are being replaced with Pearson online 


texts. In 5th grade through 11th grade, any student who did not pass AIMS is receiving Title I services 


which includes an additional hour of daily math instruction specific to the areas of need as noted on the 


AIMS test.  


2. A plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction 


Each of the two building principals monitors both the planning and the instruction of the Arizona 


Academic Standards on a weekly basis. Lesson plans are submitted before instruction begins, state 


standards are posted in each classroom and each teacher receives a minimum of one walk-through 


observation where alignment of these standards is measured along with instructional strategies. 


Annually, each teacher is required to submit a curriculum map to outline the timeframe in which all 


standards will be introduced and measured. Also, 50% of each teacher’s effectiveness is based on 


Danielson’s Framework for Teaching. This is a formal evaluation of the teacher’s planning, classroom 


management, instruction and professionalism. This evaluation is completed during the first quarter of 


school and teachers are placed on professional development plans for any area scored as falls far below. 


The teacher is monitored daily until mid-year when growth is evaluated and a decision is made (up to 


termination).The other 50% is based on the students’ academic growth and proficiency as measured by 


Galileo and AIMS. 


 


3. A plan for monitoring and documenting student proficiency 
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Student achievement data is reviewed during pre-service, and quarterly throughout the school year as 


an entire staff. Each grade level and content level team establishes and SMART goals based on this data 


and revisit and revise these goals during weekly PLC meetings. Common planning time in allocated for 


these teams to review student work and plan, implement, monitor and review evidence of student 


proficiency. Each teacher submits comparisons of benchmark testing and meets with administration to 


review the data.  All benchmark, formative and summative data is presented to the school board and 


communicated to our parent population. Each student’s specific data is discussed with parents twice 


annually and sent home quarterly. Kinder through 4th grade receives quarterly standards based report 


cards. 5th through 11th grade students grades are 50% based on assessment, 40% on projects and 10% 


on practice results. 50% of all teachers’ effectiveness evaluation is based on student performance and 


growth demonstrated on AIMS (Group A). 


4. A professional development plan that contributes to increased student proficiency 


Desert Heights’ professional development plan includes a combination of scheduled pre-service and in-


service opportunities, weekly professional learning communities and job imbedded professional 


development. Administration, lead teachers and board members review data and research to insure 


instruction is focused on the vision and mission of the school. Desert Heights instructional goals are 


standards based supported by project based learning and technology integration. Scheduled in-service is 


focused on data review and monitoring of plans and SMART goals. Additional support is provided for 


project-based learning. The PLC’s meet weekly and focus on review of evidence of student learning, 


evaluative pieces and instructional practices. Examples of job-embedded professional development 


include peer observation, team planning, content specific individualized SMART goals, and student 


involvement in instructional planning and documentation of student learning. Minutes and agendas 


from all professional development are submitted weekly to administration for review.  
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2.a. Examples of Evidence 


Example of Saxon Correlation to Common Core 


 


Example of Galileo Class Data (Students’ names removed) 


 


 


Teacher Effectiveness Rubric     Example of Math PLC Meeting Minutes 
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2.b. Are students performing as expected on state examinations in math given the characteristics of 


the school’s population? 


Does Not Meet Standard: 


 The schools performance in math received a score of -4.3 


A sustained improvement plan that includes evidence of increasing the percent of students passing the 


state assessment in math as compared to schools that serve similar populations through 


implementation of: 


1. A curriculum that contributes to increased student proficiency for students in one or more of 


the following categories: FRL 


 


Desert Heights completes an annual curriculum review which has led to a completely new 


curriculum for reading, however math curriculum is currently being studied as the textbook 


publisher are updating curriculum to meet the common core standards. Desert Heights’ math 


curriculum is the Arizona Academic standards. Teachers create curriculum maps to outline the 


standards and lesson plan to insure students’ opportunity to demonstrate proficiency in all 


standards. Curriculum resources used by teachers vary dependent on the needs of each flexible 


ability grouped math class. Saxon Math is provided for all grade levels but many teachers 


supplement to meet the standards and the needs of each class. The annual curriculum review 


team will continue to research based on updates by publishers and to meet the changing needs 


of the population (low ELL, rapidly increasing FRL and Sped. students).  


 


2. A plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction 


 


Each of the two building principals monitors both the planning and the instruction of the Arizona 


Academic Standards on a weekly basis. Lesson plans are submitted before instruction begins, 


state standards are posted in each classroom and each teacher receives a minimum of one walk-


through observation where alignment of these standards is measured along with instructional 


strategies. Annually, each teacher is required to submit a curriculum map to outline the 


timeframe in which all standards will be introduced and measured. Also, 50% of each teacher’s 


effectiveness is based on Danielson’s Framework for Teaching. This is a formal evaluation of the 


teacher’s planning, classroom management, instruction and professionalism. Component 4.f 


(Professionalism) evaluates teachers’ advocacy for ill-served students, such as FRL students. This 


evaluation is completed during the first quarter of school and teachers are placed on 


professional development plans for any area scored as falls far below. The teacher is monitored 


daily until mid-year when growth is evaluated and a decision is made (up to termination).The 


other 50% is based on the students’ academic growth and proficiency as measured by Galileo 


and AIMS. 
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3. A plan for monitoring and documenting student proficiency for students in one or more of the 


following categories: FRL 


 


The Instructional Improvement Cycle supported through Galileo K‑12 Online begins with goal-


setting and planning and is followed by implementation, then evaluation; the results of 


evaluation then inform decisions guiding the next goal-setting and planning stage. These stages 


are referred to as Plan, Act, Evaluate/Adapt. Desert Heights works collaboratively with ATI in 


planning the implementation of instructional improvement technology, designing standards-


aligned assessments and instructional content with Galileo tools including Assessment Planner, 


Test Builder, Dialog Builder, and Dialog Book Builder, scheduling activities using the Bulk 


Scheduler for school‑wide assessments and the Class Calendar for classroom assessments and 


instruction, including online Instructional Dialogs, and to automatically create and schedule 


Intervention Groups reflective of individual student needs as identified in assessments. Desert 


Heights is currently implementing plans that include multiple instruction and assessment 


delivery options, and monitoring participation in assessments and instruction using the Test 


Monitoring and Dialog Monitoring reports. In January, after the second benchmark testing, 


Desert Heights will be able to create reports of student achievement aggregated at multiple 


levels and providing actionable information to administrators, teachers, parents, and students, 


and examine student progress using assessment reports providing developmental level scores 


placed on a common scale through a research program including continuous item calibration 


using Item Response Theory (IRT).  Teachers and administrators are able to aggregate and 


disaggregate assessment data at the student, class, and school level to assist in implementing 


interventions at multiple levels, run the Intervention Alert report to identify the learning 


standards for which students have demonstrated mastery and for which further instruction is 


needed, access Item Analysis Report data to determine what students have learned and what 


they need to learn to progress further, evaluate instruction based on reliable and valid 


assessment information including continuously updated forecasts of student achievement on 


statewide tests, and identify students at risk of not demonstrating mastery on the statewide 


assessment by using the Benchmark Results dashboard. Also, Desert Heights can report a 


projection of the mastery rate for students on statewide assessments and AYP subgroups. 


 


4. A professional development plan that contributes to increased student proficiency for students 


in one or more of the following categories: FRL 


 


Desert Heights has begun to use a process for Data Conversations with a focus on student 


achievement and its implications for classroom planning and instruction. For each type of data 


conversation, we define the purpose, identify possible data sources, recommend frequency, 


possible foci of the conversation, and identify who should be involved. Effective data 


conversations include SMART goals for student learning, monitoring student learning, 


agreement that data used is a good measure, a team facilitator and a team recorder. These data 


conversations include disaggregation of student achievement. 
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2.b. Examples of Evidence – FRL Math 


FRL Population Data      Saxon Success in a similar FLR population 


       


 


Scoring Rubric for Component of Danielson’s Framework for Teaching 


 


Evaluation of Data Conversations (Including subgroups) 
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2.c. Are students in subgroups achieving proficiency on state examinations in math compared to state 


subgroups?  


Not Rated:  


 The schools ELL subgroup was not rated for Math  


A sustained improvement plan that includes evidence of increasing the percent of students passing the 


state assessment in math in one or more of the following categories: ELL, FRL, students with disabilities 


through implementation of: 


1. A curriculum that contributes to increased student proficiency for students in one or more of 


the following categories: ELL 


 


The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) states that schools and teachers that 


serve EL students must identify and use instructional strategies that make content more 


accessible in a second language. The Saxon Math curriculum and its pedagogy provide these 


students with opportunities to develop their mathematical understanding and proficiency while 


also increasing language development through the use of proven instructional strategies. 


Predictable Routines in the classroom help create a sense of security and reduce the anxiety. 


The Power-Up focuses on reinforcing and building foundational skills, mental math abilities, and 


problem solving strategies. During New Concepts, teachers introduce new material by 


associating previously taught concepts and linking ideas together. This method allows EL 


students to gain a deeper understanding of how and why skills connect and build. Saxon Math’s 


use of graphic organizers help students understand and organize information and also help EL 


students develop higher levels of thought and promote creativity. The use of a variety of visual 


aids, including pictures, diagrams, and charts, helps EL students easily recognize essential 


information and its relationship to supporting ideas. Cooperative learning activities work 


especially well with English Language Learners because cooperative group learning allows them 


to develop their second language proficiency skills as they interact with native speakers in a low-


anxiety environment. These small groups promote positive interactions and frequent 


opportunities to speak with and observe trusted peers who then share the learning strategies 


that worked for them. Pairing instructional talk with visual communication cues such as pictures, 


graphs, objects, and gestures help EL students comprehend the content that is being presented. 


Saxon Math provides the language support through visual images and multiple representations. 


Saxon Math encourages the use of manipulatives and other visual aids to help these students 


develop concepts and understanding. This emphasis encourages second-language-learners to 


expand their mathematical abilities without getting bogged down in issues related to language 


acquisition. Flexible grouping gives students an opportunity to work with other students in an 


interactive and encouraging way.  
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2. A plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction 


 


Monitoring for Arizona State Standards with ELL students is the same for monitoring instruction 


for all learners with the addition of subgroup data reports used as a resource from Galileo and 


AIMS assessments. However, ELL students are tracked closely with an Individualized Learning 


Plan based on Arizona’s English Language Proficiency Standards. Instruction based on ELP 


standards amounts to 240 minutes daily, the second priority are the Arizona Academic Math 


Standards which amount to 65 to 130 minutes of daily instruction based on grade level and 


individual student needs. The math instruction is monitored for integration of Arizona Academic 


Standards through review of curriculum maps, lesson plans, weekly walk-through observations, 


and annual evaluations. 


 


3. A plan for monitoring and documenting student proficiency for students in one or more of the 


following categories: ELL 


 


Both state and federal laws mandate that local educational agencies (LEAs) must increase the 


English proficiency of Arizona K-12 English Language Learner (ELL) students of limited English 


proficiency. They must do so by providing high-quality language instruction programs. The 


effectiveness of these programs is measured by students demonstrating increased English 


proficiency and achieving competency in the core academic content areas. NCLB requires that 


every student in Arizona meet state standards in reading/language arts and mathematics, i.e., 


pass the Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) by the year 2013-2014. Therefore, 


Math standards will be monitored closely through the use of Galileo data, classroom 


assessments, and AIMS data. A review of all data occurs a minimum of four times annually by all 


staff members, and weekly for any student not demonstrating proficiency or adequate growth 


in grade level standards, including ELL students. Additionally, the state monitors Desert Heights 


ELL program and students’ annual measurable achievement objectives.  


 


4. A professional development plan that contributes to increased student proficiency for students 


in one or more of the following categories: ELL 


 


Desert Heights has begun to use a process for Data Conversations with a focus on student 


achievement and its implications for classroom planning and instruction. For each type of data 


conversation, we define the purpose, identify possible data sources, recommend frequency, 


possible foci of the conversation, and identify who should be involved. Effective data 


conversations include SMART goals for student learning, monitoring student learning, 


agreement that data used is a good measure, a team facilitator and a team recorder. These data 


conversations include disaggregation of student achievement. 
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2.c. ELL Math Examples of Evidence 


Example of Saxon Math success with ELL population  Example of Math Lesson Plan  


                         


Aggregate Galileo Data – ELL 3rd Grade Math Population Scores 


 


AIMS ELL 7th Grade Math Results  
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2.c. Are students in subgroups achieving proficiency on state examinations in reading compared to 


state subgroups? 


Not Rated:  


 The school’s ELL subgroup was not rated for reading 


A sustained improvement plan that includes evidence of increasing the percent of students passing the 


state assessment in reading in one or more of the following categories: ELL through implementation of: 


1. A curriculum that contributes to increased student proficiency for students in one or more 


of the following categories: ELL 


 


SRA Imagine It provides differentiation that includes additional and specific support for 


English Language Learners. English Learner strategies are outlined in the Differentiated 


Instruction lesson planner in each unit of the Teacher’s Editions. Additionally there is an 


English Learner Support Guide, English Learner Support Activities, English Learner Support 


Annotated Teacher’s Editions, English Learner Support Blackline Masters, opportunities to 


pre-teach and teach vocabulary and concepts using a Realia Kit and the SRA Photo Library 


for visual representations, and English Learner Leveled Readers for extra practice and to 


build confidence reading in English. 


 


2. A plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction 


 


Monitoring for Arizona State Standards with ELL students is the same for monitoring 


instruction for all learners with the addition of subgroup data reports used as a resource 


from Galileo and AIMS assessments. However, ELL students are tracked closely with an 


Individualized Learning Plan based on Arizona’s English Language Proficiency Standards. 


Instruction based on ELP standards amounts to 240 minutes daily. The ELP Standards 


provide prerequisite language skills for English language learners (ELLs) to access academic 


content. The standards provide the foundational linguistic knowledge for students who are 


not proficient in English. A strong grammatical foundation is essential in the language 


acquisition process for ELLs. There is a purposeful overlap of the ELP and the Common Core 


language skills. During the vertical and horizontal alignment process, the Common Core 


State Standards were referenced. The ELP Standards provide pre-requisite language skills to 


the Common Core State Standards. The reading instruction is monitored for integration of 


Arizona Academic Standards through review of curriculum maps, lesson plans, weekly walk-


through observations, and annual evaluations. Walk- through observations use the ILLP 


classroom observation form.  


 


3. A plan for monitoring and documenting student proficiency for students in one or more of 


the following categories: ELL 
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Due to the low number of ELL students at Desert Heights, ELL students receive an 


Individualized Language Learner Plan. This ILLP is for the exclusive use of schools with 20 or 


fewer English language learner (ELL) students within a three-grade span (including 


kindergarten for counting purposes).  The ILLP is written after consultation between 


parent/guardian, English/language arts teacher, mainstream teacher(s) who are involved in 


the instruction based on the ILLP, ELL coordinator and a site administrator.  This will 


comprise the ILLP team. The plan is signed by all parties of the team and will be placed in 


the student’s ELL file for documentation/compliance/accountability purposes and for review 


by other classroom teachers of the English language learner.  A copy of such plan is located 


in the classroom for implementation by the mainstream classroom teacher. The ILLP is 


reviewed quarterly (or in accordance with reporting period) by the teachers administering 


the ILLP and after each administration of the AZELLA. Documentation is provided during 


each instructional reporting period.  Based on the review of progress, modifications (if any) 


are made. All ILLPs are completed annually for each ELL student. 


 


 


4. A professional development plan that contributes to increased student proficiency for 


students in one or more of the following categories: ELL 


 


Annually, Desert Heights’ ELL Coordinator reviews current data for the school’s ELL 


population along with the process required for servicing and monitoring these students. ELL 


students are clustered in one class per grade level. The ELL coordinator meets monthly with 


the teachers to monitor and support the instructional practices specific to the ELP standards 


and the ELL students’ differentiated needs. 
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2.c. Example of Evidence – ELL Reading 


Evidence of Curriculum Support 


                      


ILLP Classroom Observation Form 


 


Example of ILLP Monitoring Document 


 







Desert Heights Charter School 12
th


 Grade Amendment Response to Substantively Incompleteness of Academic Performance 


 


2.c. Are students in subgroups achieving proficiency on state examinations in math compared to state 


subgroups?  


Did Not Meet Standard: 


 The school’s Special Education subgroup scored a 14 in math 


A sustained improvement plan that includes evidence of increasing the percent of students passing the 


state assessment in math in one or more of the following categories: students with disabilities through 


implementation of: 


1. A curriculum that contributes to increased student proficiency for students in one or more of 


the following categories: students with disabilities 


 


At Desert Heights, the Saxon Math program is used with all students including with students 


with disabilities. Mathematics is taught just as a foreign language or musical instrument is 


taught—incrementally with continual practice. Saxon Math is a proven instructional design that 


gives all students the structure they need to succeed. Incremental development refers to the 


division of topics into small, easily understood pieces called increments. Major concepts are no 


taught in single lessons but are developed over time. Continual practice and review means that 


fundamental skills and concepts are practiced and reviewed throughout the year, helping ensure 


that students retain them. Assessments are given after every five lessons and are cumulative in 


content. The tests are designed to allow students to demonstrate the skills they have developed 


and to build confidence when taking standardized tests. Mastery of concepts builds 


incrementally throughout the year. Incremental lessons aligned to the Common Core Domains 


and Clusters are distributed across the year, becoming increasingly more complex as mastery is 


built. Priority is given to goals established in each student’s individual education plan which is 


monitor and reported on quarterly and revised minimally annually. Technology and 


manipulatives are used to support learning and provide practice and math fluency. The Multi-


Disciplinary Evaluation Team will determine accommodations and modifications necessary to 


the curriculum based on individual needs. 


 


2. A plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction 


 


Special Education students must have goals in the Individualized Education Plan met in order to 


access the general education curriculum which is monitored by administration to meet Arizona 


Academic Standards. Therefore, IEPs must be monitored to insure each special education 


student is gaining access to the Arizona Academic Standards. The contents of each IEP are 


monitored to include a statement of: The child's present levels of academic achievement and 


functional performance, measurable annual goals, including academic and functional goals,  


how the child’s progress toward meeting the IEP goals will be measured and when periodic 


reports on the child’s progress toward the goals will be provided, the special education and 


related services to be provided to the child, the supplementary aids and services to be provided 
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to the child or on behalf of the child, the program modifications or supports for school 


personnel that will be provided, the extent, if any, to which the child will not participate with 


nondisabled children in the regular class and in extracurricular and other nonacademic activities, 


any individual accommodations that are needed to measure the academic achievement and   


functional performance of the child on AIMS and Galileo assessments, if the IEP team 


determines that the child must take an alternate assessment instead of a particular regular State 


or district-wide assessment of student achievement, a statement of why, and the projected date 


for the beginning of the services and modifications and the anticipated frequency, location, and 


duration of those services and modifications.  


 


3. A plan for monitoring and documenting student proficiency for students in one or more of the 


following categories: students with disabilities 


 


Monitoring by the Arizona Department of Education, Exceptional Student Services (ADE/ESS), is 


designed to ensure compliance with and to satisfy the requirements of the Individuals with 


Disabilities Education Act Amendments of 2004 and the Arizona Revised Statutes. While 


ADE/ESS continues to use a six-year cycle for monitoring, we have also implemented a yearly 


review of PEA data related to special education. The assigned Program Specialist, in 


collaboration with Desert Heights’ administration, will annually review compliance and results 


indicator data, Dispute Resolution findings, policies and procedures, and annual site visit data. 


Desert Heights evaluates the school’s special education program against the indicators and 


requirements in the monitoring manual frequently. Desert Heights created a Special Education 


Secretary position to support managing the federally required documentation that has 


increased rapidly due to the increase of the high needs of the current Special Education 


population. 


 


4. A professional development plan that contributes to increased student proficiency for students 


in one or more of the following categories: students with disabilities 


 


An annual review for Child Find and IEP Federal Requirements and data review of the Special 


Education population’s student achievement data occurs with the entire staff. Special education 


students are clustered in classes with average and high achieving students and the teachers 


review each special education student’s IEP with the Special Education Teacher at the beginning 


of each year or when the student enrolls. The Special Education Teacher meets monthly with 


each Special Education Cluster mainstream teacher to review student progress and support 


instructional needs for the differentiated learning needs of the learning disabled students. 
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2.c. Sped Math Examples of Evidence 


Evidence of Curriculum Success with Special Education Students 


 


Evidence of Monitoring of Special Education Students’ Progress 


 


 







Desert Heights Charter School 12
th


 Grade Amendment Response to Substantively Incompleteness of Academic Performance 


 


2.c. Are students in subgroups achieving proficiency on state examinations in reading compared to 


state subgroups?  


Did Not Meet Standard: 


 The school’s Special Education subgroup scored 37 in reading 


A sustained improvement plan that includes evidence of increasing the percent of students passing the 


state assessment in reading in one or more of the following categories: students with disabilities 


through implementation of: 


1. A curriculum that contributes to increased student proficiency for students in one or more 


of the following categories: students with disabilities 


 


The intervention strategies throughout Imagine It! ensure that all differentiated students’ 


needs, including special education students’ needs, are met and that they move forward 


toward reading proficiency. Included is an Intervention Guide, Intervention Workbook, 


Intervention Annotated Teacher’s Editions, and Intervention Blackline Masters. The 


Response to Intervention (RtI) plan in Imagine It! focuses on screening students early to 


determine which students are at risk, providing a framework to define the intensity of 


remediation required to bring students up to grade level, offering earlier, and more relevant 


help for students at risk for learning problems and placement in Special Education. As 


evidence of success with the Special Education population, nearly one-quarter of all 


students at Bonneville Elementary School participate in exceptional student education (ESE). 


Their exceptionalities vary widely in severity, yet each one has achieved reading proficiency 


levels as measured by Adequate Yearly Progress since 2005. Open Court Reading has been 


the school’s core reading program for all students in Grades Pre-K–5 since fall 2002 with the 


implementation of Imagine It! beginning fall 2008 in Grades 3–5. Only 52% of Grade 5 


students scored Proficient or Advanced in reading on Florida Comprehensive Assessment 


Test (FCAT) in 2002. By 2007, 77% attained that same level, an increase of 25 percentage 


points. In addition, the state of Florida has continuously awarded the school an “A” grade 


since the adoption. 


 


2. A plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction 


 


Just as with math, Special Education students must have goals in the Individualized 


Education Plan met in order to access the general education curriculum which is monitored 


by administration to meet Arizona Academic Standards. Therefore, IEPs must be monitored 


to insure each special education student is gaining access to the Arizona Academic 


Standards. The contents of each IEP are monitored to include a statement of: The child's 


present levels of academic achievement and functional performance, measurable annual 


goals, including academic and functional goals,  how the child’s progress toward meeting 


the IEP goals will be measured and when periodic reports on the child’s progress toward the 
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goals will be provided, the special education and related services to be provided to the child, 


the supplementary aids and services to be provided to the child or on behalf of the child, the 


program modifications or supports for school personnel that will be provided, the extent, if 


any, to which the child will not participate with nondisabled children in the regular class and 


in extracurricular and other nonacademic activities, any individual accommodations that are 


needed to measure the academic achievement and   functional performance of the child on 


AIMS and Galileo assessments, if the IEP team determines that the child must take an 


alternate assessment instead of a particular regular State or district-wide assessment of 


student achievement, a statement of why, and the projected date for the beginning of the 


services and modifications and the anticipated frequency, location, and duration of those 


services and modifications. 


 


3. A plan for monitoring and documenting student proficiency for students in one or more of 


the following categories: students with disabilities 


 


Just as with math, monitoring by the Arizona Department of Education, Exceptional Student 


Services (ADE/ESS), is designed to ensure compliance with and to satisfy the requirements 


of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Amendments of 2004 and the Arizona 


Revised Statutes. While ADE/ESS continues to use a six-year cycle for monitoring, we have 


also implemented a yearly review of PEA data related to special education. The assigned 


Program Specialist, in collaboration with Desert Heights’ administration, will annually review 


compliance and results indicator data, Dispute Resolution findings, policies and procedures, 


and annual site visit data. Desert Heights evaluates the school’s special education program 


against the indicators and requirements in the monitoring manual frequently. Desert 


Heights created a Special Education Secretary position to support managing the federally 


required documentation that has increased rapidly due to the increase of the high needs of 


the current Special Education population. 


 


4. A professional development plan that contributes to increased student proficiency for 


students in one or more of the following categories: students with disabilities 


 


Just as with math, an annual review for Child Find and IEP Federal Requirements and data 


review of the Special Education population’s student achievement data occurs with the 


entire staff. Special education students are clustered in classes with average and high 


achieving students and the teachers review each special education student’s IEP with the 


Special Education Teacher at the beginning of each year or when the student enrolls. The 


Special Education Teacher meets monthly with each Special Education Cluster mainstream 


teacher to review student progress and support instructional needs for the differentiated 


learning needs of the learning disabled students. 
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2.c. Examples of Evidence – Special Education Reading 


Data from Bonneville Elementary School 


 


Example of AIMS Data – 4th Grade Special Education Reading 


 


 


Data from Galileo Specific to 4th Grade Special Education Students 
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4.a. Are students graduating from high school? 


Not Rated: 


 The school’s Grad Rate has not been rated 


Desert Heights’ students begin a comprehensive approach to insuring on time graduation in 5th grade by 


establishing an Arizona Career Information System Junior Account. In 5th through 8th grade students will 


research information, complete activities, and begin to develop portfolios through quick, easy-to-read 


occupation descriptions, interest surveys, interviews and videos of real people at work and dozens of 


activities to help students figure out answers to who they are, where they are going, how they get there, 


what skills and abilities they will need, what are working conditions, what jobs will be available in the 


future, how to prepare, and how much jobs pay? This online system of career development information 


and activities that sets students on the road to planning for high school, college, and work life. AzCIS 


Junior users establish their own AzCIS online portfolio, which they continue using through high school 


and into college. As they build their portfolio, it will include their Student Course Plan, links to 


theirfavorite AzCIS files, a resume/job application information sheet, and records of their own thoughts. 


AzCIS Portfolios help students identify their strengths, accomplishments, goals, and ideas for the future. 


Starting the 9th grade year students AzCIS accounts will transfer to the High School version. This account 


provides additional comprehensive career information for students developing and updating 


educational plans and meets Arizona State’s Education and Career Action Plan requirements. AzCIS is a 


lifelong account that provides career planning and promotes career self-reliance with tools that 


encourage self-assessment, exploration, research, goal setting, and decision-making. This portal includes 


thousands of occupations, programs of study, and college information files, offers a variety of 


assessment tools, gives students financial aid and scholarship information, and includes extra 


information on apprenticeship, the military, and self-employment. 


The Guidance Counselor will meet with all high school students each semester to review graduation 


requirements and individual academic plans. Parents will be required at the semester meetings for any 


student in a credit recovery situation. 


During the 11th grade, students will complete a College and Career Elective Course. This course will be 


taught by the school’s Guidance Counselor and will provide accountability and support for completion of 


ECAP requirements, PSAT testing, SAT and ACT testing, college applications, scholarship applications, 


and preparedness for college life and adulthood. Additionally, students will visit several in state colleges 


and universities.   


100% of the 11th grade population has an academic plan to graduate on time and is required to apply to 


a minimum of three universities or colleges. 100% of the 11th grade have accounts on the SAT College 


Board and have taken online PSAT tests. 100% of the 11th grade will complete the SAT on March 9, 2013.  
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4.a. Examples of Evidence 


           


Example of individual AZCIS account 


  


 








ASBCS, June 10, 2013 


 


Demonstration of Sufficient Progress Evidence Reviewed at Site Visit 


 
Desert Heights Charter School 
 
The table below reflects materials/items referenced in the Demonstration of Sufficient Progress that 
were reviewed on site for Desert Heights Charter School: 


Evidence Requested Reviewed at Site Visit 


 Curriculum maps submitted by teachers 
 
 
 


 Unit curriculum maps by grade level 


 Evidence of an annual curriculum review process to 
evaluate and revise curriculum as necessary 


 
 


 Curriculum review rubric 


 Documentation of AIMS data being presented to the 
board 


 
 


 PowerPoint presentation of AIMS 
data  


 Daily/weekly school schedule 
 
 
 


 Daily schedules  


 Desert Heights’ professional development plan, 
including pre-service and in-service activity, PLC 
activity, and documentation of job-embedded 
professional development  


 Professional development calendar 


 Professional development agendas 


 Teacher evaluation documents 
 


 Benchmark data for this school year that 
demonstrates students are making progress toward 
the Board’s expectations 


 


 Growth tracking sheets for Reading 
and Math 


 Completed walkthrough observation forms 
 
 
 


 RtI walkthrough rubric 


 Classroom observation form 
 


 Documentation of additional math instruction for 
students not passing AIMS 


 
 


 Daily schedule includes 30 minutes 
of Math Interventions 


 Daily lesson plans and any documentation of 
review/evaluation of those plans 
 


 


 Lesson plans 


 Observation form 
 


 Completed formal teacher evaluations  
 
 
 


 Teacher evaluation framework 
documents 


 Observation form 


 Teacher reflection sheet 
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 Professional development action 
plan 


 Notification of unsatisfactory 
performance 


 Plan of intensive assistance 
 


 
Staff requested further information regarding areas not addressed in the Demonstration of Sufficient 
Progress. The table below identifies whether or not those areas were determined to be sufficient. “” 
indicates that the evidence provided was sufficient. A comment is provided for evidence that was not 
sufficient. 
 


Evidence Requested Evidence Provided Sufficient 


Data related to Student Growth 
Percentile – math 
 


 Benchmark data by grade level 


 


Data related to Student Growth 
Percentile – reading 
 


 Benchmark data by grade level 


 


Data related to SGP bottom 25% - 
math 
 


 Benchmark data by grade level 


 


Data related to SGP bottom 25% - 
reading 
 


 Benchmark data by grade level 


 


Data related to % passing – math 
 
 


 Benchmark data by grade level 


 


Data related to Composite School 
Comparison – math 
 


 Benchmark data by grade level 


 


Data related to Subgroup ELL – 
math 
 


 Benchmark data by grade level 


 


Data related to Subgroup ELL – 
reading 
 


 Benchmark data by grade level 


 


Data related to Subgroup SPED – 
math 
 


 Benchmark data by grade level 


 


Data related to Subgroup SPED – 
reading 
 


 Benchmark data by grade level 


 


 


 





