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ARIZONA  STATE  BOARD  FOR  CHARTER  SCHOOLS


Renewal Summary Review


Five-Year Interval Report Back to reports list


Interval Report Details


Report Date: 05/13/2013 Report Type: Renewal


Charter Contract Information


Charter Corporate Name: Benchmark School, Inc.


Charter CTDS: 07-87-66-000 Charter Entity ID: 10972


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 08/16/1999


Authorizer: ASBCS Contractual Days:


Number of Schools: 1 Benchmark School: 180


Charter Grade Configuration: K-6 Contract Expiration Date: 08/15/2014


FY Charter Opened: — Charter Signed: 08/16/1999


Charter Granted: 02/09/2004 Corp. Commission Status Charter Holder is in Good
Standing


Corp. Commission File # 0824304-0 Corp. Type Non Profit


Corp. Commission Status
Date


10/10/2007 Charter Enrollment Cap 420


Charter Contact Information


Mailing Address: 4120 East Acoma Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85032


Website: http://www.benchmarkschool.net


Phone: 602-765-3582 Fax: 602-765-1932


Mission Statement: A solid foundation of knowledge through a first class education will be individually structured to
optimize each child's potential. The program is based on an understanding that education is a
shared responsibility of the school, parents, and community as well as the learner. Knowledge is
forever!


Charter Representatives: Name: Email: FCC Expiration Date:


1.) Mrs. Carole Challoner carole@benchmarkschool.net 12/14/2010


2.) Ms. Barbara (Bobbie) Darroch bobbie@benchmarkschool.net 01/11/2011


Academic Performance - Benchmark School


School Name: Benchmark School School CTDS: 07-87-66-101


School Entity ID: 78803 Charter Entity ID: 10972
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School Status: Open School Open Date: 08/16/1999


Physical Address: 4120 East Acoma Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85032


Website: —


Phone: 602-765-3582 Fax: 602-765-1932


Grade Levels Served: K-6 FY 2012 100th Day ADM: 390.02


Academic Performance Per Fiscal Year


FY AZ LEARNS Profile Met AYP


Elementary ELEM


2012 A — — —


2011 — Excelling; A — Met


2010 — Excelling — Met


2009 — — Excelling Yes


2008 — — Excelling Yes


Charter/Legal Compliance


Charter Corporate Name: Benchmark School, Inc.


Charter CTDS: 07-87-66-000 Charter Entity ID: 10972


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 08/16/1999


Timely Submission of AFR


Year Timely


2012 Yes


2011 Yes


2010 Yes


2009 Yes


2008 Yes


Timely Submission of Budget


Year Timely


2013 Yes


2012 Yes


2011 Yes


2010 Yes


2009 Yes


Special Education Monitoring Detail


SPED Monitoring Date 02/23/2009 Child Identification In Compliance


Evaluation/Re-evaluation: Partial High IEP Status: Partial High


Delivery of Service: In Compliance Procedural Safeguards: In Compliance


Sixty Day Item Due Date — ESS Compliance Date: 11/03/2009


Audit and Fiscal Compliance


Charter Corporate Name: Benchmark School, Inc.


Charter CTDS: 07-87-66-000 Charter Entity ID: 10972


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 08/16/1999


Timely Submission of Annual Audit


Year Timely


2012 Yes
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2011 Yes


2010 Yes


2009 Yes


2008 Yes


Audit Issues Requiring Corrective Action Plan (CAP)


FY Issue #1


2012 Internal Controls


2011


2010


2009 Fingerprinting


2008


Repeat Issues Identified through Audits


There were no repeat findings for fiscal years 2008 to 2012.
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Downloads


Academic Performance


Detailed Business Plan


Signature


Renewal Application


Download all files
Note: Please be patient. This may take up to a few minutes to complete depending on the number of files included with this application.


Academic Performance
This section of the renewal application addresses the success of the academic program, including academic achievement. The charter holder is required to submit
Required Information based upon a review of the academic achievement for students at the grades the charter's school(s) serve.


Required Information:
The school or schools operated by the Charter Holder meet the Board's academic expectations as set forth in the Academic Performance Framework. Therefore, the
Charter Holder is waived from the requirements of the Academic Performance Section. Please proceed to the Detailed Business Plan Section


Charter Holder’s Organizational Membership:
The Charter Holder is waived from the requirements of the Charter Holder's Organizational Membership requirement in the Detailed Business Plan Section.


Charter Holder’s Financial Sustainability:
The Charter Holder is waived from the Charter Holder's Financial Sustainability requirement in the Detailed Business Plan Section.


Charter Representative Signature
Barbara (Bobbie) Darroch 04/05/2013
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Benchmark School, Inc. - Entity ID 10972 


School: Benchmark School 
 


Renewal Executive Summary 
 


Performance Summary 


 
Benchmark School, Inc. met both the Board’s academic performance expectations and the financial 
performance expectations as set forth in the Performance Framework adopted by the Board.  Therefore, 
the charter holder was waived from submitting the Academic Performance Section of the renewal 
application and the Financial Sustainability portion of the Detailed Business Plan Section of the renewal 
application. The charter holder did have compliance matters. The charter holder’s organizational 
membership on file with the Board was consistent with the information on file with the Arizona 
Corporation Commission. 
 


Profile  
 


Benchmark School, Inc. operates one school serving grades K-6.  The graph below shows the charter 
holder’s actual 100th day average daily membership (ADM) for fiscal years 2009-2013.   
 


 
 


 


A dashboard representation of Benchmark School’s academic outcomes, based upon the indicators and 
measures adopted by the Board, is provided below. 
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I.  Success of the Academic Program 
 


The academic performance of the school operated by the charter holder meets the Board’s academic 
performance expectations set forth in the performance framework adopted by the Board. Therefore, 
the charter holder was not required to submit a Demonstration of Sufficient Progress.  
 
The overall rating for the school on the Board’s academic performance measures was 84.375 including 
points received for the FY 2012 letter grade of A as reported by the Arizona Department of Education.  
 


II. Viability of the Organization 
 


The charter holder meets the Board’s financial performance expectations. Therefore, the charter holder 
was not required to submit the Charter Holder’s Financial Sustainability portion of the Detailed Business 
Plan Section.  
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III. Adherence to the Terms of the Charter 
 
 


A.  Compliance Matters Requiring Board or Other Agency Action  
 
Over the past five years, there were no items to report.  
 
 
B.  Other Compliance Matters  


 
The fiscal year 2012 audit identified an issue that required a corrective action plan (CAP). Specifically, 
the audit indicated that the charter holder did not have an adequate segregation of duties or monitoring 
over cash receipts as the same person collects the cash receipts, enters data into the records, and 
deposits cash. The audit further indicated that while the charter holder has a system in place, no 
managerial review to ensure the completeness and timely deposit of receipts was documented. The 
charter holder submitted a satisfactory CAP. 
 
The fiscal year 2009 audit identified an issue that required a CAP. Specifically, the audit indicated that 
one employee turned 18 in September 2008, but had not applied for a fingerprint check as of the testing 
date. The charter holder submitted a satisfactory CAP. 


 
In February 2009, ADE Exceptional Student Services notified the charter holder of partial-compliance in 
some areas with regard to specific regulations for Part B, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA), and the Arizona Revised Statutes.  The compliance issues were reported as resolved in November 
2009. 
 


C. Charter Holder’s Organizational Membership 
 
Because the organizational membership on file with the Board was consistent with the information on 
file with the Arizona Corporation Commission, the charter holder was not required to submit the charter 
holder’s Organizational Membership portion of the Detailed Business Plan Section. 
 


 


Board Options 
 
Option 1:  The Board may approve the renewal.  Staff recommends the following language provided for 
consideration:  Renewal is based on consideration of academic, fiscal and contractual compliance of the 
charter holder.  In this case, the charter holder meets the academic performance expectations set forth 
in the Board’s performance framework.  There is a record of past contractual noncompliance which has 
been reviewed.  With that taken into consideration as well as all information provided to the Board for 
consideration of this renewal application package and during its discussion with representatives of the 
charter holder, I move to approve the request for charter renewal and grant a renewal contract to 
Benchmark School, Inc. 
  
Option 2: The Board may deny the renewal. The following language is provided for consideration:  Based 
upon a review of the information provided by the representatives of the charter holder and the contents 
of the application package which includes the academic performance, the fiscal compliance, and legal 
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and contractual compliance of the charter holder over the charter term, I move to deny the request for 
charter renewal and to not grant a renewal contract for Benchmark School, Inc.  Specifically, the charter 
holder, during the term of the contract, failed to meet the obligations of the contract or failed to comply 
with state law when it: (Board member must specify reasons the Board found during its consideration.) 
 





