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Summary Review


Five-Year Interval Report Back to reports list


Interval Report Details


Report Date: 05/19/2011 Report Type:


Charter Contract Information


Charter Corporate Name: Arizona Academy of Science & Technology
Charter CTDS: 07-86-65-000 Charter Entity ID: 6378


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 08/21/1998


Authorizer: SBE Contractual Days:


Number of Schools: 1 Arizona Academy of Science & Technology: 180


Charter Grade Configuration: K-8 Contract Expiration Date: 08/20/2013


FY Charter Opened: 1999 Charter Signed: 08/21/1998


Charter Granted: — Corp. Commission Status Charter Holder is in Good Standing


Corp. Commission File # 0840593-5 Corp. Type Non Profit


Corp. Commission Status Date 05/17/2011 Charter Enrollment Cap 450


Charter Contact Information


Mailing Address: P.O. Box 13606
Phoenix, AZ 85002


Website: —


Phone: 602-253-1199 Fax: 602-595-8693


Mission Statement: Arizona Academy of Science and Technology will provide instruction to Arizona students, grades K through 8, who wish to
enter a rigorous curriculum with a special emphasis in science, math, and technology. The Academy’s goal is to develop life
long learners who have the capacity to reason critically and to develop responsible citizens who understand the
interrelatedness of science, technology and society.


Charter Representatives: Name: Email: FCC Expiration Date:


1.) Mr. Grant Creech gcreech1@gmail.com 04/17/2012


Amendment Information


Charter Corporate Name: Arizona Academy of Science & Technology
Charter CTDS: 07-86-65-000 Charter Entity ID: 6378


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 08/21/1998


Amendments


Amendment Type Received Date Approval Date
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Charter Holder Governance Notification Request 06/28/2010 07/22/2010


Charter Mission Amendment Request 04/30/2008 08/25/2008


Program of Instruction Amendment Request 04/30/2008 08/25/2008


Charter Grade Level Amendment Request 03/24/2008 04/28/2008


Enrollment Cap Notification Request 01/10/2008 —


Charter Grade Level Amendment Request 01/10/2008 —


School Closure Notification Request 11/15/2007 12/04/2007


Academic Performance - Arizona Academy of Science & Technology


School Name: Arizona Academy of Science &
Technology


School CTDS: 07-86-65-001


School Entity ID: 10755 Charter Entity ID: 6378


School Status: Open School Open Date: 08/21/1998


Physical Address: 1875 North Central Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85004


Website: http://www.arizonaacademyofscience.org


Phone: 602-253-1199 Fax: 602-595-8693


Grade Levels Served: K-8 FY 2010 100th Day ADM: 111.185


Academic Performance Per Fiscal Year


FY AZ LEARNS Profile Met AYP


Elementary ELEM K12 10 358


2010 Performing Plus — — — — Met


2009 — Performing — — — Yes


2008 — — Performing — — Yes


2007 — — — Performing Plus Performing Yes


2006 — — — Performing Plus Performing Yes


Academic Performance - Rawlins Elementary


School Name: Rawlins Elementary School CTDS: 07-86-65-002


School Entity ID: 85912 Charter Entity ID: 6378


School Status: Closed School Open Date: 09/01/2004


Physical Address: 7905 N. 71st Ave
Glendale, AZ 85303


Website: —


Phone: 623-934-0298 Fax: 602-595-8693


Grade Levels Served: K-5 FY 2009 100th Day ADM: —


Academic Performance Per Fiscal Year


FY AZ LEARNS Profile Met AYP


0 358


2009 No Data Available — —


2008 No Data Available — —


2007 — Performing Plus Yes


2006 — Performing Plus Yes


Charter/Legal Compliance
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Charter Corporate Name: Arizona Academy of Science & Technology
Charter CTDS: 07-86-65-000 Charter Entity ID: 6378


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 08/21/1998


Timely Submission of AFR


Year Timely


2010 Yes


2009 No


2008 Yes


2007 Yes


2006 Yes


Timely Submission of Budget


Year Timely


2011 Yes


2010 Yes


2009 Yes


2008 Yes


2007 Yes


Special Education Monitoring Detail


SPED Monitoring Date 02/23/2009 Child Identification In Compliance


Evaluation/Re-evaluation: Partial High IEP Status: Partial High


Delivery of Service: Partial Low Procedural Safeguards: Partial Low


Sixty Day Item Due Date — ESS Compliance Date: —


Audit and Fiscal Compliance


Charter Corporate Name: Arizona Academy of Science & Technology
Charter CTDS: 07-86-65-000 Charter Entity ID: 6378


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 08/21/1998


Timely Submission of Annual Audit


Year Timely


2010 Yes


2009 Yes


2008 Yes


2007 Yes


2006 Yes


Audit Issues Requiring Corrective Action Plan (CAP)


FY Issue #1


2010 Fingerprinting


2009


2008 Classroom Site Fund (301)


2007


2006


Repeat Issues Identified through Audits


There were no repeat findings for fiscal years 2006 to 2010.


© 2011  All rights reserved.Arizona State Board for Charter Schools
Powered by  - Custom Software in Phoenix, ArizonaSynapse Studios Go to top
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Curricular Emphasis Narrative 


Arizona Academy of Science and Technology is a K through 8 Charter School located in 


central Phoenix and serves a diverse community of students. The Academy is a Title I school 


with a poverty rate over 70% and a student population of 45% Hispanic, 28% African-American, 


22% Caucasian, and 5% Native American.  The Academy is dedicated to building a school 


community in a small, safe, and nurturing environment which provides an excellent education. 


Students are treated as individuals with unique educational needs.  Classes are maintained at 


no more than 20 students to allow teachers to individualize the instruction. 


 The mission of Arizona Academy of Science and Technology is to provide instruction to 


Arizona students, grades K through 8, who wish to enter into a rigorous curriculum with a 


special emphasis on science, math, and technology.  The academic program is designed to 


present a coherent and sequential knowledge base from grade to grade. The curriculum allows 


for the building of essential skills and strong foundational knowledge each year.  The learning 


environment fosters curiosity and exploration, goal setting and task completion, love of 


learning and academic excellence, and positive attitudes and self-esteem.   


 Arizona Academy of Science and Technology is committed to helping the students meet 


or exceed the Arizona State Standards in all core curriculum areas.  Students are expected to 


engage in a curriculum which stresses critical thinking and creative problem solving.   


 The primary grade Language Arts program develops students into effective 


communicators through a variety of reading, writing, listening and speaking activities.  Students 


will be introduced to the fundamentals of language arts and the reading process, phonemic 


awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, composition, and will continue to build reading, 


writing, and vocabulary skills through the phonics program.  They will learn to fluently decode 


words, begin to use comprehension strategies while reading, and will read fluently at grade 


level. Throughout the writing process of prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing 


students will reflect on their own writing skills, set goals, and evaluate progress.  


Comprehension strategies and elements of literature will be explored through historical, 


expository, functional, and persuasive texts.  As students progress through the upper 


elementary grades they will reinforce varied sentence and paragraph structure using the 6-


traits of writing, build comprehension skills of logic, drawing on conclusions, identify literature 


genre, and continue to read fluently at grade level.  


The middle school language arts curriculum is divided into reading and writing content 


areas.  The goals in language arts is to develop strategic readers who can comprehend, 


interpret, and evaluate a wide range of texts, and to develop writers who can effectively use 


written language for a variety of purposes and a variety of audiences.  Students will keep 







journals, utilize peer assessments of their writing, and apply new vocabulary towards their 


writing. 


 Primary grade mathematics will engage students in number theory, problem solving 


concepts, reasoning, and collection of data, patterns, geometry, measurements, and basic 


computational skills.  Upper elementary students build upon foundational skills to explore 


fractions, probability, data analysis, algebraic expression, and higher-order thinking and 


problem solving skills.   


The math curriculum for middle school is a three year sequence beginning in grade six 


with a review of basic math concepts and the introduction of pre-algebra concepts.  The 


sequence continues in seventh and eighth grade with pre-algebra and introduction to algebra.   


 Social Studies topics for the primary grades include American and World History, 


Government, Geography, and Economics.  Topics covered will include exploration, discovery, 


cultures, important Presidents and symbols, early civilizations, European colonization, and 


cultures of Asia.  Upper elementary grades will study Arizona History, civilizations of South and 


Central America, Native Americans, and Civil War to early 20th Century.   


Middle school Social Studies contents include American History, World History, 


Government, Geography and Economics.  Beginning in sixth grade the students will explore 


topics in world cultures through history, exploration and colonization, the Industrial revolution, 


historical foundations of democracy and the Enlightenment, and important events in world 


history. Students will learn to conduct research analyzing multiple sources to create reports on 


people, places, and events in history. 


The science curriculum from kindergarten through eighth grade will be an inquiry based 


hands-on learning model of instruction. Concepts will cover aspects of Life Science, Physical 


Science, Earth and Space Science.  Students are naturally curious about nature and the world 


around them.  To sustain their curiosity students will be actively engaged in learning to view the 


world scientifically through hands-on experience and observation.  Students will be encouraged 


to ask questions about nature and to seek the answers through activities i.e. collecting, 


counting, measuring, organizing and discussing. Each year a school-wide project, focused on 


science, will be integrated across the curriculum and span all grade levels.   


The Academy’s fundamental educational philosophy is based on the concept that every 


child can learn and succeed. Learning is a life-long process of growth beginning in the 


elementary years. Teachers are expected to motivate their students with energy and affection 


for the subject matter and students are expected to work hard to acquire the knowledge and 


skills necessary to prepare them for life as productive adults and responsible citizens.  







To achieve this goal, the Arizona Academy of Science maintains small class sizes, never 


more than twenty students, and incorporates a variety of instructional methods.  Through 


differentiated instruction teachers are able to address the individual learning needs of each 


student. This method offers flexibility to adapt and customize methods, activities, and products 


of individual students and the whole class when needed. Teachers also use direct as well as 


indirect instructional methods i.e. small group discussions and activities, depending on the lesson 


and activity being taught.  The school wide science project each year offers students the 


opportunity for cooperative learning as the middle school students mentor the elementary 


students.   These methods of instruction are particularly important for the disadvantaged student 


population the Academy serves.  Individualized instruction, cooperative learning, student 


mentoring and peer learning options assure these students are not left behind academically and 


socially.   


The Academy uses both formative and summative assessment to monitor academic 


achievement. All students are assessed for reading and math in the first weeks of school to gather 


baseline data.  Students determined to be at-risk are provided remediation through pullout and 


after school tutoring.   Students are assessed again midyear and at the end of the year to monitor 


progress. Teachers use a combination of formative and summative assessments in the course of  


teaching the curriculum.  Students in grades K through 2 are evaluated at the end of each 


quarter using a checklist showing progress on skills and concepts covered.  This qualitative 


measure is used at this primary level and quantitative measures are not.  Mastery in basic skills 


and concepts aligned with state standards is required for promotion to the next grade.  


 Students in grades 3 through 8 students receive a letter grade of A, B, C or F for the 


quarter.  A letter C (70%) represents the lowest grade acceptable to pass a subject. Students 


failing one or more subjects are put on academic probation and offered tutoring and remediation 


in order for them to succeed.  Failure to pass reading, math or science for the year will result in 


the student being retained.  The student will have the opportunity to remedy the failure through 


summer school. 
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MATH Performance Management Plan (PMP) 


Evaluation Instrument 


 


Scoring Criteria and Comments 


 


Arizona Academy of Science & Technology 
 


    


Each Performance Management Plan will be evaluated based on the inclusion of the required elements within each section.  The 


evaluator w ill make the following determination: 


       


           FULL DESCRIPTION   – The plan sufficiently addresses all of the required elements. 


PARTIAL DESCRIPTION   – The plan partially addresses the required elements.  


VERY LIMITED DESCRIPTION – The plan does not address each of the required elements.   


 


 


 


I. PLAN NARRATIVE 


Required Elements A response that meets the requirement will include: 


 


F


D 


P


D 


V


L


D 


Comments 


 


 


A detailed description of 


all efforts conducted by 


the school in the past five 


years that demonstrates 


a concerted effort and 


capacity to improve pupil 


achievement. 


 


o the school's efforts for the previous five years to provide 


and implement a [mathematics or reading] curriculum that 


improves student achievement.  (Ex:  Curriculum alignment, 


curriculum maps, pacing guides, instructional material 


adoptions, committee work, data review teams) 


 X 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The description provided does not include a 


continuous [or sequential] effort to provide a 


curriculum that improves pupil achievement. 


 


 


o the school’s efforts for the previous five years to develop 


and implement a plan for monitoring the integration of the 


Arizona Academic Standards into [mathematics or reading] 


instruction.  (Ex:  Lesson plan review, formal teacher 


evaluations, informal classroom observations, checklists, 


data review teams) 


  X The description provided does not include continuous 


efforts to develop or implement a plan for monitoring 


the Arizona Academic Standards. 


 


 


o the school’s efforts for the previous five years to develop 


and implement a plan for monitoring and documenting 


student proficiency in [mathematics or reading].  (Ex:  


Formative and summative assessments, 


common/benchmark assessments, articulated assessment 


plan, data review teams) 


 X  The description provided for the past [five] years 


lacks detail as to how the actions taken has resulted 


in a plan for monitoring and documenting student 


proficiency.  
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o the school’s efforts for the previous five years to develop 


and implement a professional development plan that 


supports effective implementation of a [mathematics or 


reading] curriculum.  (Ex:  Articulated plan, literacy or math 


coach support, external consultant training, data review 


teams) 


 X  The description provided for the past [five] years 


lacks detail as to how the actions taken has resulted 


in a professional development plan. 


 


 


A detailed description of 


the process used for 


conducting an analysis of 


relevant pupil 


achievement data. 


o the school’s efforts for the previous five years to analyze 


relevant pupil achievement data.  (Ex:  data walls, data 


training, data review teams) 


  X The description provided does not include continuous 


efforts to analyze relevant data.   


o a detailed description of the types of data collected and the 


process used in conducting the analysis of the relevant 


data.   


  X No description was provided. 


o justification of how data selected for the analysis is relevant 


to improving pupil achievement.   


  X No description was provided. 


The findings from the 


data analysis. 


 


o the school’s detailed interpretation of the findings from the 


data analysis of the school’s relevant data for the previous 


five years, including patterns and trends, as well as 


strengths and weaknesses. 


  X The description provided for the past [five] years 


lacks detail regarding identified patterns and trends. 


 


The description provided for the past [five] years 


lacks detail regarding identified strengths and 


weaknesses. 


o a representation of the findings using charts and graphs that 


are understandable to the reviewer and clearly depict the 


results. 


  X Charts and graphs were not included. 


A detailed description of 


how the plan that is 


presented is directly 


linked to the findings 


from the data analysis. 


o a description of the logic used to develop the PMP that 


demonstrates the connection between the findings from 


the analysis of the relevant data and the plan. (Ex:  What we 


learned - What we are going to do w ith what we learned) 


X    


II. PLAN TEMPLATE 
   Strategy I:  Provide and implement a curriculum that improves student achievement.  


 


Required Elements A response that meets the requirement will include: Comments 


Action Steps o action steps for each strategy are based on the findings 


from the analysis of relevant data.   


X   Action steps are completed in July 2011. 


 


o action steps for each strategy are sequential, timely, and 


contribute to the school’s ability to meet the identified end 


target(s).   


X     


o action steps for each strategy, to the extent appropriate, 


complement and support the other strategies. 


X    


o action steps for each strategy include artifacts that provide 


evidence of the implementation of each action step. 


X    
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Allocated Resources o adequate resources, i.e. time, money, personnel, etc. to 


implement the action steps that support the strategies. 


X    


   Strategy II:  Develop and implement a plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruction. 


 


Required Elements A response that meets the requirement will include: Comments 


Action Steps o action steps for each strategy are based on the findings 


from the analysis of relevant data.   


X   One or more action steps provided were based on 


the findings but are better aligned to Strategy I. 


o action steps for each strategy are sequential, timely, and 


contribute to the school’s ability to meet the identified end 


target(s).   


X    


o action steps for each strategy, to the extent appropriate, 


complement and support the other strategies. 


X    


o action steps for each strategy include artifacts that provide 


evidence of the implementation of each action step. 


 X  The majority of the evidence includes tangible items 


that demonstrate the implementation of each action 


step. 


Allocated Resources o adequate resources, i.e. time, money, personnel, etc. to 


implement the action steps that support the strategies. 


X    


   Strategy III:  Develop and implement a plan for monitoring and documenting student proficiency. 


 


Required Elements A response that meets the requirement will include: Comments 


Action Steps o action steps for each strategy are based on the findings 


from the analysis of relevant data.   


X    


o action steps for each strategy are sequential, timely, and 


contribute to the school’s ability to meet the identified end 


target(s).   


X    


o action steps for each strategy, to the extent appropriate, 


complement and support the other strategies. 


X    


o action steps for each strategy include artifacts that provide 


evidence of the implementation of each action step. 


 X  The majority of the evidence includes tangible items 


that demonstrate the implementation of each action 


step. 


Allocated Resources o adequate resources, i.e. time, money, personnel, etc. to 


implement the action steps that support the strategies. 


X    


   Strategy IV:  Develop and implement a professional development plan that supports ef fective implementation of the curriculum. 


 


Required Elements A response that meets the requirement will include: Comments 


Action Steps o action steps for each strategy are based on the findings 


from the analysis of relevant data.   


X    
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o action steps for each strategy are sequential, timely, and 


contribute to the school’s ability to meet the identified end 


target(s).   


 X  The majority of the action steps provided are 


sequential and timely, and contribute to the school’s 


ability to develop and implement a professional 


development plan that supports effective 


implementation of the curriculum and improves 


student achievement.   


o action steps for each strategy, to the extent appropriate, 


complement and support the other strategies. 


X    


o action steps for each strategy include artifacts that provide 


evidence of the implementation of each action step. 


  X The majority of the evidence does not include 


tangible items that demonstrate the implementation 


of each action step. 


Allocated Resources o adequate resources, i.e. time, money, personnel, etc. to 


implement the action steps that support the strategies. 


X    


 


 


 


Reviewer:   1   Date:  05/27/11          2   Date: ________ 
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READING Performance Management Plan (PMP) 


Evaluation Instrument 


 


Scoring Criteria and Comments 


 


Arizona Academy of Science & Technology 
 


    


Each Performance Management Plan will be evaluated based on the inclusion of the required elements within each section.  The 


evaluator w ill make the following determination: 


       


           FULL DESCRIPTION   – The plan sufficiently addresses all of the required elements. 


PARTIAL DESCRIPTION   – The plan partially addresses the required elements.  


VERY LIMITED DESCRIPTION – The plan does not address each of the required elements.   


 


 


 


I. PLAN NARRATIVE 


Required Elements A response that meets the requirement will include: 


 


F


D 


P


D 


V


L


D 


Comments 


 


 


A detailed description of 


all efforts conducted by 


the school in the past five 


years that demonstrates 


a concerted effort and 


capacity to improve pupil 


achievement. 


 


o the school's efforts for the previous five years to provide 


and implement a [mathematics or reading] curriculum that 


improves student achievement.  (Ex:  Curriculum alignment, 


curriculum maps, pacing guides, instructional material 


adoptions, committee work, data review teams) 


 X 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The description provided does not include a 


continuous [or sequential] effort to provide a 


curriculum that improves pupil achievement. 


 


 


o the school’s efforts for the previous five years to develop 


and implement a plan for monitoring the integration of the 


Arizona Academic Standards into [mathematics or reading] 


instruction.  (Ex:  Lesson plan review, formal teacher 


evaluations, informal classroom observations, checklists, 


data review teams) 


  X The description provided does not include continuous 


efforts to develop or implement a plan for monitoring 


the Arizona Academic Standards. 


 


o the school’s efforts for the previous five years to develop 


and implement a plan for monitoring and documenting 


student proficiency in [mathematics or reading].  (Ex:  


Formative and summative assessments, 


common/benchmark assessments, articulated assessment 


plan, data review teams) 


 X  The description provided for the past five years lacks 


detail as to how the actions taken has resulted in a 


plan for monitoring and documenting student 


proficiency.  
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o the school’s efforts for the previous five years to develop 


and implement a professional development plan that 


supports effective implementation of a [mathematics or 


reading] curriculum.  (Ex:  Articulated plan, literacy or math 


coach support, external consultant training, data review 


teams) 


 X  The description provided for the past five years lacks 


detail as to how the actions taken has resulted in a 


professional development plan. 


 


 


A detailed description of 


the process used for 


conducting an analysis of 


relevant pupil 


achievement data. 


o the school’s efforts for the previous five years to analyze 


relevant pupil achievement data.  (Ex:  data walls, data 


training, data review teams) 


  X The description provided does not include continuous 


efforts to analyze relevant data.   


o a detailed description of the types of data collected and the 


process used in conducting the analysis of the relevant 


data.   


  X No description was provided. 


o justification of how data selected for the analysis is relevant 


to improving pupil achievement.   


  X No description was provided. 


The findings from the 


data analysis. 


 


o the school’s detailed interpretation of the findings from the 


data analysis of the school’s relevant data for the previous 


five years, including patterns and trends, as well as 


strengths and weaknesses. 


  X The description provided for the past five years lacks 


detail regarding identified patterns and trends. 


 


The description provided for the past five years lacks 


detail regarding identified strengths and weaknesses. 


o a representation of the findings using charts and graphs that 


are understandable to the reviewer and clearly depict the 


results. 


  X Charts and graphs were not included. 


A detailed description of 


how the plan that is 


presented is directly 


linked to the findings 


from the data analysis. 


o a description of the logic used to develop the PMP that 


demonstrates the connection between the findings from 


the analysis of the relevant data and the plan. (Ex:  What we 


learned - What we are going to do w ith what we learned) 


X    


II. PLAN TEMPLATE 
   Strategy I:  Provide and implement a curriculum that improves student achievement.  


 


Required Elements A response that meets the requirement will include: Comments 


Action Steps o action steps for each strategy are based on the findings 


from the analysis of relevant data.   


X   Action steps are completed in July 2011. 


 


o action steps for each strategy are sequential, timely, and 


contribute to the school’s ability to meet the identified end 


target(s).   


X     


o action steps for each strategy, to the extent appropriate, 


complement and support the other strategies. 


X    


o action steps for each strategy include artifacts that provide 


evidence of the implementation of each action step. 


X    


Allocated Resources o adequate resources, i.e. time, money, personnel, etc. to 


implement the action steps that support the strategies. 


X    
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   Strategy II:  Develop and implement a plan for monitoring the integration of the Arizona Academic Standards into instruct ion. 


 


Required Elements A response that meets the requirement will include: Comments 


Action Steps o action steps for each strategy are based on the findings 


from the analysis of relevant data.   


X   One or more action steps provided were based on 


the findings but are better aligned to Strategy I. 


o action steps for each strategy are sequential, timely, and 


contribute to the school’s ability to meet the identified end 


target(s).   


X    


o action steps for each strategy, to the extent appropriate, 


complement and support the other strategies. 


X    


o action steps for each strategy include artifacts that provide 


evidence of the implementation of each action step. 


 X  The majority of the evidence includes tangible items 


that demonstrate the implementation of each action 


step. 


Allocated Resources o adequate resources, i.e. time, money, personnel, etc. to 


implement the action steps that support the strategies. 


X    


   Strategy III:  Develop and implement a plan for monitoring and documenting student proficiency. 


 


Required Elements A response that meets the requirement will include: Comments 


Action Steps o action steps for each strategy are based on the findings 


from the analysis of relevant data.   


X    


o action steps for each strategy are sequential, timely, and 


contribute to the school’s ability to meet the identified end 


target(s).   


X    


o action steps for each strategy, to the extent appropriate, 


complement and support the other strategies. 


X    


o action steps for each strategy include artifacts that provide 


evidence of the implementation of each action step. 


 X  The majority of the evidence includes tangible items 


that demonstrate the implementation of each action 


step. 


Allocated Resources o adequate resources, i.e. time, money, personnel, etc. to 


implement the action steps that support the strategies. 


X    


   Strategy IV:  Develop and implement a professional development plan that supports effective implementation of the curriculum. 


 


Required Elements A response that meets the requirement will include: Comments 


Action Steps o action steps for each strategy are based on the findings 


from the analysis of relevant data.   


X    


o action steps for each strategy are sequential, timely, and 


contribute to the school’s ability to meet the identified end 


target(s).   


 X  The majority of the action steps provided are 


sequential and timely, and contribute to the school’s 


ability to develop and implement a professional 


development plan that supports effective 


implementation of the curriculum and improves 


student achievement.   
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o action steps for each strategy, to the extent appropriate, 


complement and support the other strategies. 


X    


o action steps for each strategy include artifacts that provide 


evidence of the implementation of each action step. 


  X The majority of the evidence does not include 


tangible items that demonstrate the implementation 


of each action step. 


Allocated Resources o adequate resources, i.e. time, money, personnel, etc. to 


implement the action steps that support the strategies. 


X    


 


 


 


Reviewer:   1   Date:  05/27/11          2   Date: 05/20/11 
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Arizona Academy of Science & Technology - Entity ID 6378 


School(s):  Arizona Academy of Science & Technology 


 


Transfer Executive Summary  
 


The State Board of Education (SBE) approved a motion at its January 25, 2010 meeting not to 


proceed with the renewal of current charter contracts and refer charter holders currently 


sponsored by the SBE and whose charters are due to expire to the Arizona State Board for 


Charter Schools (Board) for the consideration of a transfer of the charter.  Since that time, state 


law was amended to provide for additional charter sponsors. 


 


 
Sources of Evidence for this Document 


 
Pursuant to A.R.S. 15-183.V, the Arizona State Board for Charter Schools (Board) has 


established a process for the transfer of a charter that is based on affirmative evidence in three 


areas: 


 


I. Success of the academic program, including academic achievement 


II. Viability of the organization, including fiscal management and compliance 


III. Adherence to the terms of the charter, including contract and legal compliance 


 


Evaluation of the Charter Holder's success in these three areas is based on a variety of 


information that w ill serve as sources of evidence in determining transfer of a charter.  These 


sources include, but are not limited to:   


 


 Pupil achievement data 


 Independent financial audits 


 Five-year interval summary reviews 


 Site visit reports 


 Monitoring reports  


 Application package  


o In addition to the items included in the portfolio, other documents submitted 


and reviewed were the Charter Contract release, Board Minutes, Charter 


Contract Copy, Certificate of Occupancy, Fire Marshal’s Report, Lease 


Agreement, Liability Insurance, and Declarations. 


 
Profile  


 
Arizona Academy of Science and Technology operates one (1) school serving grades K-8 with a 


total FY11 average daily membership (ADM) of 104.576.  The current contract is set to expire 


on August 20, 2013.  Additional information can be found in the Summary Review. 


  


Graphs displaying the academic achievement for the past five years, if available, are provided 


on the next page. 
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I.  Success of the Academic Program 


 
 


The academic performance of the school operated by the charter holder did not meet or 


demonstrate sufficient progress toward the Board’s level of adequate academic performance. 


Therefore, the charter holder was required to submit a Performance Management Plan in the 


Comprehensive Program of Instruction section of the application.  A PMP was submitted for 


Math and Reading.  The PMP instructions require documentation of academic oversight by the 


board which includes meeting agendas and minutes.  No documentation was submitted. 


 


The Performance Management Plan is included in the charter holder’s portfolio w ith the 


evaluation instrument completed by staff that identified whether the required information 


provided included a Full Description, a Partial Description, or a Very Limited Description.   


 


 
II. Viability of the Organization   


 
 


The charter holder’s fiscal years 2009 and 2010 financial statements were prepared assuming 


the organization will continue as a going concern.
1
 The fiscal year 2010 audit states, “ The 


School has an accumulated deficit of $217,046 and owes significant debt which was incurred to 


fund operations in prior years.”  Further, the audit states that the school continues to make 


minimal payments to reduce the outstanding debt. 


 


While the fiscal year 2010 financial statements still show a deficit resulting from liabilities in 


excess of assets, the charter holder has had a positive change in net assets for each of the past 


three years. This has resulted in the deficit being reduced from $375,508 at the beginning of 


fiscal year 2008 to $217,046 at the end of fiscal year 2010. Further, for the first time in the past 


five audits, the charter holder had sufficient cash or other readily available resources [$29,825] 


at June 30, 2010 to satisfy obligations due within the next year [$12,485]. 


 


According to the audits, the debt incurred to fund operations in prior years includes notes 


payable to related parties and accrued payroll to a related party. According to information 


contained in the last five years’ audits, the total amount owed to related parties, including 


interest, peaked at $349,864. As of June 30, 2010, the total amount owed, including interest, 


was $252,757. 


 


 
III. Adherence to the Terms of the Charter 


 
 


A.  Compliance Matters Requiring Board or Other Agency Action
2
  


                                                 
1
 “Going concern” is the idea that an organization will continue to engage in its activities for the foreseeable future. 


If the auditor doubts that the organization will continue for the next year, the audit opinion would include a 


paragraph explaining this concern as was the case with Arizona Academy of Science & Technology. The charter 


holder’s fiscal years 2006, 2007 and 2008 financial statements were also prepared assuming the organization will 


continue as a going concern. 
2
 For more information about the areas of compliance reviewed for this section, please see “Transfer Application 


FAQs”. 


 



http://asbcs.az.gov/userfiles/Transfer%20FAQs%2004_29_11.pdf

http://asbcs.az.gov/userfiles/Transfer%20FAQs%2004_29_11.pdf
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In April 2008, ADE Academic Achievement Division determined the LEA was out of compliance 


with the requirements of NCLB because of failure to document the implementation of a Title I 


program.  On-site visits occurred on January 27 and April 21, 2011 to verify the implementation 


of a targeted assistance program.  On May 10, 2011 ADE notified the charter holder that they 


were unable to conduct an exit interview because each time there was insufficient information 


to make a final determination. Upon the conclusion of the second on-site visit on April 21, 2011, 


ADE determined that no evidence of a valid Targeted Assistance Program was in place and 


informed the charter holder that they needed to return Title I, Part A funds by June 30, 2011 in 


the amounts of:  2010 - $136.00 and 2011 - $47,028.61. ADE informed ASBCS on June 1, 2011 


that a final determination on the implementation of a Title I program was being reconsidered 


based on additional information received from the charter holder. 


 


B.  Other Compliance Matters
3
  


 


In February 2009, ADE Exceptional Student Services notified the charter holder of partial 


compliance in some areas with regard to specific regulations for Part B, Individuals with 


Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and the Arizona Revised Statutes.  The compliance issues 


were reported by ADE as resolved in February 2010. 


 


The fiscal year 2010 audit identified an issue that required a corrective action plan (CAP). 


Specifically, the audit indicated that a fingerprint check was not on file for the school secretary. 


The charter holder submitted a satisfactory CAP. 


 


Additionally, the fiscal year 2008 audit identified an issue that required a CAP. Specifically, the 


audit indicated that the charter holder did not have sufficient cash to cover its Classroom Site 


Fund carryover. The carryover amount equaled $42,945 and the cash shortfall equaled $23,193. 


The charter holder submitted a satisfactory CAP. 


 


For the previous five fiscal years, the charter holder has failed to timely submit the Annual 


Financial Report for one or more years. 


 


C.  Charter Holder’s Organizational Membership  


 


According to the charter holder, the Governing Board is responsible for policy and operational 


decisions as well as financial oversight.  The Executive Director is responsible to the Governing 


Board for all aspects of operating the school which includes implementation of educational 


goals, hiring staff, and providing monthly financial reports to the Governing Board.  The Principal 


oversees the actual day-to-day business of the school campus and reports to the Executive 


director.   


 


The Corporate Board Members were updated with the Arizona Corporation Commission on 


May 13, 2011 and now align with the records on file w ith ASBCS.  The members are: 


Grant Creech 


Vaughn Flannigan 


An Nguyen 


 


                                                 
3
 For more information about the areas of compliance reviewed for this section, please see “Transfer Application 


FAQs”. 


 



http://asbcs.az.gov/userfiles/Transfer%20FAQs%2004_29_11.pdf

http://asbcs.az.gov/userfiles/Transfer%20FAQs%2004_29_11.pdf
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The complete submission regarding the charter holder’s organizational membership is included 


in the portfolio. 


 


 
Staff Recommendation  


 
 


Transfer is based upon consideration of academic, fiscal, legal, and contractual compliance of 


the charter holder.  In this case, there is an ongoing review of the implementation of the Title I 


program and a record of academic performance that does not currently meet or demonstrate 


sufficient progress toward the Board's level of adequate academic performance. With that 


taken into consideration, along with the information in the transfer application package, I move 


to approve Arizona Academy of Science and Technology's request for transfer of its charter 


from the State Board of Education to the Arizona State Board for Charter Schools effective July 


1, 2011 with the understanding that continued or additional deficiencies in future performance 


may negatively impact the Board's decision with regard to any future action taken with this 


charter. 


 


 





