AGENDA ITEM: Adding Grade Levels to Charter Amendment Request — The Odyssey Preparatory Academy, Inc.

Issue

An Adding Grade Levels to Charter Amendment request to add grade 11 was submitted by The Odyssey Preparatory
Academy, Inc. (TOPA). The charter is authorized for grades K-10. TOPA did not meet the Board’s academic performance
expectations for 2013. A Demonstration of Sufficient Progress (DSP) for FY 2013 was submitted with an Enrollment Cap
Notification Request, which was approved by the Board on February 10, 2014. No new academic performance data has
been released since the approval of that notification request and DSP.

Summary of Narrative Provided

Rationale for expansion request

The narrative states that TOPA was approved in 2009 for grades K-5, and has expanded one grade each year since. The
program of instruction is based on participation in the International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum. The IB Middle Years
Program covers grades 6-10, and the IB Diploma Program covers grades 11-12. The expansion would allow the current
class of 10th graders to continue into the IB Diploma Program.

Supporting Information
The charter holder stated that staffing for the 11th grade classes would come from current 9th and 10th grade teachers,
who are Highly Qualified and trained in the IB curriculum. The new grade would be implemented in August 2014.

Background

TOPA was granted a charter in 2009, which is currently approved for grades K-10. TOPA has opened five school sites
under this charter. For FY2014, 6th grade was moved from the Buckeye and Goodyear sites to the OIAIS site, 10th grade
was added to OIAIS, and the Casa Grande site was opened. See table below.

. Current Grade Current 2014 100th Day

School Name Month/Year Open Location Levels Served Status ADM
;fgzdi(zjs(?rézr:ggrzagtg)ry August 2009 Buckeye none Closed 2012 n/a
;sz?;rj:;s?éz;egzr:;:;z) August 2010 Buckeye K through 5 Open 592
The Odyssey Preparatory
Academy Goodyear (TOPA August 2011 Goodyear K through 5 Open 604
Goodyear)
Odyssey Institute for
Advanced and International August 2012 Buckeye 6 through 10 Open 793
Studies (OIAIS)
The Odyssey Preparatory Casa
Academy Casa Grande (TOPA August 2013 K through 5 Open 68

Grande

Casa Grande)

The enrollment cap is 2500. According to ADE, the 100th day ADM for FY 2014 was 2074. The graphs below show actual
100th day average daily membership (ADM) for fiscal years 2010-2014, as well as 100th day ADM for each school site.
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The Odyssey Preparatory Academy, Inc.:
Total Charter Enrollment FY 2010-2014

2500.0

2000.0 4

1500.0 }aﬁ/
1000.0

657
500.0 3:6/
0.0 : . |
FY2010 FY2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY2014

The Odyssey Preparatory Academy, Inc.:

Enroliment by School Site FY 2010-2014
900

800 697 687 /.
700 793
586 592
600 -

|
608 604

500
376 539

400
\ 441
300 \
200 \
71
100 52

— - X 68
0 T 1
FY2010 FY2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY2014
—4—TOPA (90288) =——TOPA (Buckeye) TOPA Goodyear =—@=0IAIS =—+=TOPA Casa Grande

Eligibility
As stated in Board policy, prior to a request being considered by the Board, staff conducts a compliance check as part of
the notification approval process. The charter holder is in compliance in all areas.

Academic Performance

As stated in the Board’s Academic Performance Framework and Guidance document, a charter holder’s academic
performance will be evaluated by the Board when considering expansion requests. The academic performance of TOPA
Buckeye, TOPA Goodyear, and OIAIS for the FY2012 and 2013 school years, as based on the Board’s academic
framework, is represented in the dashboards below. TOPA Casa Grande was in its first year of operation in FY 2014 and
does not yet have academic performance data.

éyplshls%
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The Odyssey Preparatory Academy

2012 2013
Traditional Traditional
Elementary School (1-8) Elementary School (K to 6)
1 R Growth Measure A‘:;::: d Weight Measure A:;ignr::; d Weight
h o 12, 12.
1a. SGP Mat . 39.5 50 5 38 50 5
Reading 45 50 12.5 42 50 12.5
Math 44.5 50 12.5 39.5 50 12.5
1b. SGP Bottom 25%
ottom Reading 47 50 | 125 | 465 50 | 12.5
2. Profic‘iency Measure A;oi;‘t; 4 | Weight | Measure Aspsoflgnrf: 4 | Weight
2a. Percent Passin Math 57 / 64.3 50 7.5 |58.4/64.8 50 7.5
: 8 Reading |84/ 77.6 75 7.5 |80.8/77.9 75 75
2b. Composite School Math -13.8 50 7.5 7.5
Comparison Reading 0.9 75 7.5 -8.5 50 7.5
Math 45 / 45.1 50 3.75 NR 0 0
2c. Sub: ELL
€. SLneroup Reading |55/52.3| 75 @ 3.75 NR 0 0
Math NR 0 0 NR 0 0
2c. Subgroup FRL
ity Reading NR 0 0 NR 0 0
Math 31/ 26.1 75 3.75 |29.6 / 27.9 75 7.5
2c. Subgroup SPED
ubgroup Reading |44/37.1 75 | 375 | 50/384 | 75 @ 75
3. State Accou ntab‘ility Measure A'::ig:: 4 | Weight | Measure A::f;n;:- 4 | Weight
3a. State Accountability C 50 5 C | 50 5
Overall Rating Overall Rating Overall Rating
Scoring for Overall Rating
89 or higher: Exceeds Standard
<89, but > or = to 63: Meets Standard 56.56 100 53.75 100
<63, but > or = to 39: Does Not Meet Standard
Less than 39: Falls Far Below Standard

The Odyssey Preparatory Academy Goodyear Odyssey Institute for Advanced and International Studies
2012 2013 2013
Traditional Traditional Traditional
Elementary School (K-8) | Elementary School (K to 6) K-12 School (6 to 9)
i i Point .
1. Growth Measure A':;'g':: 4| Weight | Measure Azgilgr:: 4 | Weight 1. Growth Measure As:i;:w:d Weight
h 10
Math 12.5 £ 5 | 125 1a. SGP L
1a. SGP : ;
Reading 75 | 125 | 445 50 | 125 :\ea:'"g ::: :g 12
b, 5GP Bottom 257t 12.5 37 50 | 125 1b. SGP Bottom 25% R::din e . m
‘ Reading | 48 50 | 125 | 485 50 125 N 8 pointe
.. . . . Pro IC]ency Measure A Weight
Points : Points ; Assigned
2. Prof]CIency Measure Assigned Weight |  Measure Assigned Weight R proem NI ¥ o
Math 70 / 64. 7 7.5 |71.1 /651 7 7.5 ' i
22, Percent Passing 2 07643 75 65 5 Reading [CRNECANRC 7.5
Reading |89/77.4 75 75 |88.6/71.6 75 7.5 2b. Composite School Math -14 50 5
2b. Composite School Math -1.4 50 7.5 -8.5 50 7.5 Comparison Reading 21 75 5
Comparison i R h NR
p Reading |55 75 | 75 | A5 80| 75 | | g subgrowpeil Hath. 0 |0
2c. Subgroup ELL Hath I 0 R 0 |0 Reading | M 2 0
- Subsroup Reading | M | 0 | 0 NR 0 | 0 2c. Subgroup FRL Math NR 0 0
Math NR 0 NR 0 | o Reading R 0 | 0O
2¢. Subgroup FRL : : .
L Reading | MR 0 NR 0 | o 2c. Subgroup SPED :::zin zg i : ;;: ;: ; :
2c. Subaroup SPED Math 39726 75 75 | 35/293 75 7.5 - L . . oointe
- SUbgroap Reading |56 /369 75 | 75 |50/389 75 | 75 | |3- State Accountability Measure | yqsigneq | Weitht
3 State Accountabi[ity Measure Pojnts Weight | Measure Pqints Weight Sl se DRIy & 5,0 :
0 Assigned Assigned 4. Graduation Measure Points Weight
3a. State Accountability RN B | 5 5 ‘ Assigned
0 Il Rati overall R overall R 4a, Graduation NR 0 0
verall Rating erall Rating . .
VALl Overall Rating Overall Rating
ggorinhg_fﬁr Ouéerall EatsTg dard Scoring for Overall Rating
or higher: Exceeds Standar e
<89, but > or = to 63: Meets Standard 56.25 100 58.75 100 fg.;’rbhu'f“f;; Exf:igf psnt::t(:asrgandard 57.35 85
<63, but > or = to 39: Does Not Meet Standard <63, but > or = to 39: Does Not Meet Standard .
Less than 39: Falls Far Below Standard Less than 39: Falls Far Below Standard
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The FY 2013 overall rating for TOPA Buckeye on the Board’s academic performance measures was 53.75, including
points received for the FY 2013 letter grade of C as reported by the Arizona Department of Education. The FY 2012
overall rating for the school on the Board’s academic performance measures was 56.56 including points received for the
FY 2012 letter grade of C as reported by the Arizona Department of Education.

The FY 2013 overall rating for TOPA Goodyear on the Board’s academic performance measures was 58.75, including
points received for the FY 2013 letter grade of B as reported by the Arizona Department of Education. The FY 2012
overall rating for the school on the Board’s academic performance measures was 56.25 including points received for the
FY 2012 letter grade of C as reported by the Arizona Department of Education.

The FY 2013 overall rating for OIAIS on the Board’s academic performance measures was 57.35, including points
received for the FY 2013 letter grade of C as reported by the Arizona Department of Education.

The academic performance of TOPA Buckeye, TOPA Goodyear, and OIAIS did not meet the Board’s academic
performance expectations set forth in the performance framework adopted by the Board. Demonstrations of Sufficient
Progress (DSP) were submitted by the charter representative. Following a preliminary evaluation of the DSPs, staff
conducted a site visit on January 21, 2014.

Following the site visit, staff determined, through an evaluation of the submission, including information and
documentation collected at the site visit, that the charter holder demonstrated sufficient progress towards meeting the
Board’s academic performance expectations. An Enroliment Cap Notification Request supported by this DSP was
approved by the Board on February 10, 2014. No new academic performance data has been released since the approval
of that notification request and DSP.

Board Options

Option 1: The Board may approve the Adding Grade Levels Amendment Request. Staff recommends the following
language for consideration: | move, based on the information contained in the Board materials and presented today, to
approve the request to add grade 11 to the charter of The Odyssey Preparatory Academy, Inc.

Option 2: The Board may deny the Adding Grade Levels Amendment Request. The following language is provided for
consideration: | move, based on the information contained in the Board materials and presented today, to deny the
request to add grade 11 to the charter of The Odyssey Preparatory Academy, Inc. for the reasons that:

o (Board member must specify the reasons the Board found during its consideration.)
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Adding Grade Levels to Charter Amendment Request

Adding Grade Levels to Charter Amendment Request

Charterholder Info

Charter Holder Representative
Name: Name:
The Odyssey Preparatory Megan Olson
Academy, Inc.

Phone Number:
CTDs: 602-663-2516
07-85-61-000

Mailing Address:

6500 South Apache
Buckeye, AZ 85326
» View detailed info

Downloads

« Download all files

Current Grade Levels

Current Grade Levels Served

o Kindergarten
e 1st Grade
e 2nd Grade
e 3rd Grade
e 4th Grade
e 5th Grade
e 6th Grade
e 7th Grade
o 8th Grade
e 9th Grade
e 10th Grade

New Grade Levels

For each grade level being added, provide the following as a representation of a program of instruction aligned to the State's approved academic standards and to
methods of instruction described in the charter. Please note that a separate upload must be prepared for each grade level and content area and be named as such.
Additionally, applicants must restate the name of the file in the Brief Description box (e.g., First Grade Reading, HS Alegebra II).

Eor K-8
Language Arts & Math: A completed curriculum sample for reading, writing, and math for each grade level being added including all attachments as outlined on the
required template and instructions.

For 9-12
Language Arts & Math: A completed curriculum sample for reading, writing, and math coursework for each grade level being added including all attachments as outlined
on the required template and instructions. Each course must align with the State's graduation requirements.

Add Grade Levels

11th

Curriculum Samples

» Download File — This attachment is the curriculum sample Reading and Writing
» Download File — This is the reading assesment
» Download File — This is the writing rubric.

Effective Date
08/18/2014

http://online.asbcs.az.gov/forms/display/14205[7/8/2014 9:21:51 AM]


http://online.asbcs.az.gov/charterholders/information/531/the-odyssey-preparatory-academy-inc
http://online.asbcs.az.gov/charterholders/information/531/the-odyssey-preparatory-academy-inc
http://online.asbcs.az.gov/forms/download_zip/14205
http://online.asbcs.az.gov/help/download/103/curriculum-sample-template
http://online.asbcs.az.gov/help/download/103/curriculum-sample-template
http://online.asbcs.az.gov/forms/file/forms/charter-add-grade-levels-amendment/14205/curriculum_samples_curriculumsamples11thgradenarrative-final1404160566.pdf
http://online.asbcs.az.gov/forms/file/forms/charter-add-grade-levels-amendment/14205/curriculum_samples_their-eyes-were-watching-god-testfinal1404160567.pdf
http://online.asbcs.az.gov/forms/file/forms/charter-add-grade-levels-amendment/14205/curriculum_samples_writing-rubric-eyes-watching-god-final1404160567.pdf

Adding Grade Levels to Charter Amendment Request

Attachments

Board Minutes — | ./ Download File
Narrative — | 4 Download File
Timeline for implementation — | | Download File

Additional Information*
No documents were uploaded.

Charter Representative Signature
Megan Olson 06/30/2014

http://online.asbcs.az.gov/forms/display/14205[7/8/2014 9:21:51 AM]


http://online.asbcs.az.gov/forms/file/forms/charter-add-grade-levels-amendment/13289/board_minutes.doc
http://online.asbcs.az.gov/forms/file/forms/charter-add-grade-levels-amendment/13289/narrative.docx
http://online.asbcs.az.gov/forms/file/forms/charter-add-grade-levels-amendment/13289/timeline_for_implementation.docx

Board Minutes 9/16/13 1

Board Minutes
The Odyssey Preparatory Academy

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the members of The Odyssey
Preparatory Academy and to the general public that the Board will hold a meeting, open to the public as specified
below. The Board reserves the right to change the order of items on the agenda, with the exception of public hearings
set for a specific time. One or more members of the Board may participate in the meeting by telephonic
communications.

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02(H), the Board may discuss and take action concerning any matter listed on the agenda.
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) the Board may vote to go into Executive Session, which will not be open to the
public, for legal advice concerning any item on the agenda.

Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting
Mary Yanke at (602) 680-0967. Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the
accommodation.

Meeting Location: 1495 S. Airport Road, Buckeye, AZ 85326
September 16", 2013
Meeting Time: 9:00 AM

Chairman: Megan Olson
Other Board Members: Mary Yanke and Holly Johnson
Call to order
* Meeting called to order by Olson at 9:01 a.m.
Roll call
* Olson present telephonically, Johnson and Yanke Present
Call to public
Open issues

New business

A. Approve 11" grade at The Odyssey Institute for Advanced and International Studies
for SY 2014-2015
e Olson motions to approve the 11th grade at The Odyssey Institute for Advanced

and International Studies for SY 2014-2015

¢ Yanke seconds the motion
e Unanimously approved

B. Approve enrollment cap of 2500 for SY 2013-2014
e Yanke motions to approve the enrollment cap of 2013-2014
e Johnson seconds
e Unanimously approved

C. Approve Whistle Blower Policy
e Johnson motions to approve Whistle Blower Policy
e Olson Seconds
e Unanimously approved

D. Approve Science Safety Guidelines
e Yanke motions to approve Science Safety Guidelines
e Olson seconds

e Unanimously approved
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VI. Adjournment

*Qlson adjourns meeting at 9:05



Adding Grade Levels To Charter Amendment Request

The Odyssey Preparatory Academy, Inc.

Authorized Representative for Applicant: Holly Johnson

Title/Relationship to Applicant: Co-Founder

Authorized Representative Mailing Address:

1495 S. Apache Road
Buckeye, AZ 85326

County: Maricopa

E-mail: admin@topamail.com

Daytime Phone: (623) 327-1757 Fax: (623) 241-9430



Amendment Narrative

The Odyssey Preparatory Academy

The amendment narrative below seeks to gain approval by the Arizona State
Charter Board to amend the current K-10th grade charter of The Odyssey
Preparatory Academy to include a subsequent 11th grade by satisfactorily
discussing the following items: 1) The rationale for the increase in grade levels
served; 2) how the additional grades support the mission, educational philosophy,
and methods of instruction; 3) mastery of coursework and grade-level promotion
(for K-8 grades only); 4) course offerings, proficiency level required for course
credit, policy on acceptance of transfer credit, and graduation requirements that
identify number of credits in each content area and electives (for 9-12 grades
only); and 5) changes in staffing that comply with the Highly Qualified federal

guidelines.

1) The rationale for the increase in grade levels served:

In 2009 the Founders of The Odyssey Preparatory Academy were
awarded a charter to open a K-5 elementary school in Buckeye, Arizona. The
original plan was to add a grade level every year through grade 12. Due to high
demand in the community and a waitlist of 300 scholars, it was decided to
request an amendment to the 2009 charter to add 6" grade for the 2009-2010
school year. We were fortunate to have the charter board expedite our
application and amend it before we even opened our doors for the first time. In
keeping with our vision to add a grade level each year, our subsequent
amendments have been approved. The amendment to add a 7" grade was
approved for the 2010-2011 school year as was the amendment to add an 8"
grade for the 2011-2012 school year. In the 2012-2013 school year, the 9" grade
amendment was approved to continue matriculating our current 8" graders
through the Odyssey district. In 2013, the 10" grade amendment was approved
to continue moving the freshman through the Odyssey program into a 10" grade.

In order to accommodate the more than one hundred current 10th grade



Odyssey scholars, it is necessary to once more amend the charter to add an 11"
grade for the 2014-2015 school year. In the five years since our inception, we
have grown from 420 scholars to over 1,800 scholars. This growth has been
based upon a re-enrollment percentage of 98% at our K-5 Buckeye campus, a
re-enrollment percentage of 99% at our K-5 Goodyear campus, and
overwhelming attendance by our stakeholders in the Goodyear and Buckeye
communities at numerous community informational meetings. The current
sophomore class has spent multiple years with Odyssey and fully intend to
continue on through the program in 11™ and 12™ grades.

TOPA continually outperforms its district counterparts on all AIMS
testing. The testing data and the NCLB standard of adequate yearly progress
suggests that students in the Buckeye/Goodyear area will be better served
educationally in an Odyssey classroom than the local school district classrooms.

In 2011-12, Odyssey 8" graders took the PSSAT to begin preparing for
the PSAT and the SAT. Their scores were compared against college bound
sophomores around the nation, we could not be more excited about the results:

In the Critical Reading Category:

40% of our 8th grade scholars scored higher than 50% of all college bound

sophomores nationwide
In the Math Category:

45% of our 8th grade scholars scored higher than 50% of all college bound

sophomores nationwide
In the Writing Category:

40% of our 8th grade scholars scored higher than 50% of all college bound

sophomores nationwide



2) How the additional grades support the mission, educational philosophy,

and methods of instruction:

The Odyssey Governing Board is responsible for ensuring the mission of
The Odyssey Preparatory Academy is maintained. The Board also manages
school policy and oversees the annual budget and auditory processes.
Additionally, the Board measures accountability goals and objectives reporting all
to the non-profit corporate board; who reports to the Arizona State Board for
Charter Schools.

It is the mission of The Odyssey Preparatory Academy to develop
inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring scholars who work to create a more
peaceful community through intercultural awareness, understanding, and respect.
Our scholars will grow as part of a challenging environment that facilitates
creativity and fun. Our scholars will be empowered to use their unique talents to
become active, compassionate, lifelong learners who understand that other
people, with their differences, contribute to solutions. It is the philosophy of the
Board of The Odyssey Preparatory Academy to prepare scholars, not just to get
to college, but, to graduate from the top universities in the world and compete in
the most competitive global economy to date. In grades K-10 current scholars at
Odyssey work cooperatively and individually to develop creative problem solving
skills, common sense, wisdom, ethics, dedication, honesty, teamwork, hard work,
how to win and lose, fair play, and lifelong learning. The Odyssey Preparatory
Academy uses a variety of programs, curricula, and labs to create this culture of
excellence.

Current programs that support the mission, philosophy, and methods of
instruction at our Goodyear and Buckeye campuses, and that will continue on in
the 11th grade, required participation in the arts, foreign language including
Mandarin and Spanish, daily emphasis on physical fitness, uniforms, continuity of
staffing, and a unified Scholar Responsibility policy. One integral part of the
continuity in our mission and programs is the implementation of the International

Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (MYP). In July of 2013 Odyssey was



awarded the official title of an MYP school, making it one of 8 schools in Arizona
to have this distinction. The comments by the verification team went above and
beyond what the founders could have hoped for. Part of this approval process
from the IB organization includes a plan for MYP scholars to have the opportunity
to matriculate into the 1B Diploma Program for 11™ and 12" graders. Odyssey is
in the candidacy phase of the DP program in 2014.

The Odyssey Academy will offer the International Baccalaureate (IB)
program to provide a rigorous, inquiry-based curriculum based upon problem
solving. The IB program is a framework consistent with the holistic approach
valued at Odyssey. While there is an emphasis on subject matter scholars also
work to develop character traits, skills, community service, and an International
mindedness. Each unit plan will incorporate a driving question the scholars will
seek to answer as they consider the content. In addressing the question scholars
will apply such methods as experimentation, research, self-reading, directed
instruction, cooperative learning, compare & contrast, reporting, and real world
applications / perspectives / relevance.

The IB program is internationally recognized by universities worldwide as
offering a rigorous course of instruction that prepares students for both university
studies and for the global challenges current-day students may face. Such
recognition is supported and validated statistically as IB students’ acceptance
rates are 20-30% higher than non-IB students. Additionally, IB Diploma holders
have higher college admission scores, higher college-graduation rates, higher
GPA'’s in college, and many are also offered sophomore status upon college

entry (IB, 2007). Consider the following:

*Universities consider the IB Diploma to be one of the most demanding
secondary school curricula, offering ideal preparation for post-secondary
studies. A student's participation in IB courses is, therefore, a very
important consideration in admission decisions. It is to a student's distinct
advantage to have completed IB courses, but especially so if the student

is completing the IB Diploma. (College & University Task Force, 2009)



The Middle Years Program spans the 6th through 10th grades and is
currently in place in grades 6 through 10 at OIAIS. Odyssey has great
confidence that this program will provide comprehensive support and consistency
for our scholars as they make the transition between elementary, middle, and
high school.

The proposed 11" grade curriculum will be aligned with the Arizona
College and Career Readiness standards and will build on the Core Knowledge
sequence that is taught from Kindergarten through 8™ grade. The math program,
The University of Chicago School Mathematics Project, which is currently being
implemented in grades 7,8,9, and 10 will continue to be implemented in 11™
grade. This program is research based and provides a smooth transition from
Singapore math that is taught in grades kindergarten through 6" grade.

The Odyssey’s philosophical approach values the learning ability of each
scholar, believes every scholar can be successful; and works to provide a
stimulating learning environment that will engage and inspire students to reach
their full potential. Additionally, each Odyssey scholar is expected to be a life-
long learner while contributing to the local community through service and action.
The importance of community service is an essential component of TOPA’s K-10
program and is currently emphasized by such programs as Water Is Life,
National Jr. Honor Society, Interact, and Youth 4 Youth. Community service will
also be a core component of the curriculum in the 11th grade.

Current Odyssey students are immersed in an environment of active, not
passive, learning. Examples of this project-based learning are proudly displayed
in every classroom on our K-5 campuses and on our 6-10 campus, and were
recently demonstrated at a Core Knowledge Night where parents were given the
experience being an Odyssey scholar first hand. These Core Knowledge Night(s)
allowed over 1,000 parents to participate in everything from building pyramids
from sugar cubes to becoming an interactive audience at a scholar-led
performance of Caesar. At Odyssey we firmly believe that students learn best by

doing, and our 10th grade will foster this principle by facilitating a project-based



approach to education. The proposed 11th grade curricula include opportunities
for scholars to build upon these rich educational experiences by conducting a
variety of hands-on labs, re-enactments and simulations.

The arts will be a core component of the curricula whereby each scholar’s
creative and cognitive abilities are nurtured and students are empowered to grow
academically and emotionally. The K-8 Core Knowledge curricula of the Odyssey
seeks to imbed the arts into each core concept presented, thereby engaging and
stimulating scholars creatively. Building upon this foundation in the arts, the
proposed 11th grade will allow scholars the opportunity to specialize in areas of
strength and will give them the adequate prerequisite background to explore new
artistic venues. This emphasis is built into the Middle Years Program of the
International Baccalaureate program through the inclusion of a required Arts

component.

3) K-8 Specific, not applicable

4) Course offerings, proficiency level required for course credit, policy on
acceptance of transfer credit, and graduation requirements that identify

number of credits in each content area and electives (for 9-12 grades only):

Proposed 11th grade course offerings are outlined below:

Language & Literature - Grade 11: A survey of World Literature. This course
will emphasize detailed literary interpretation of national and international texts
and reinforce the critical thinking, speaking, and writing skills of the students. The
purpose is to develop an international perspective on literature and to promote
global understanding. The course includes the investigation and appreciation of

cultural influences upon literature. 1 Credit

Advanced Language & Literature - Grades 11 & 12
(HL): A two-year survey of World Literature. This course will emphasize detailed



literary interpretation of national and international texts and reinforce the critical
thinking, speaking, and writing skills of the students. The purpose is to develop
an international perspective on literature and to promote global understanding.
The course includes the investigation and appreciation of cultural influences
upon literature.

REQUIRED 1
Credit per Year

Language B: (Choose one Language)

Spanish V / VI (Grade 11): The aim of the course is
to prepare scholars to use the language appropriately in a range of situations and
contexts and for a variety of purposes. The course also allows scholars to
develop an awareness and appreciation of the culture(s) of the countries in which
the target language is spoken. The skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing are equally emphasized, and are taught and developed through the study
of a range of authentic oral and written texts chosen by the teacher. Scholars in
either level will interact with a variety of written texts such as articles, poems,
lectures, etc., but those at the higher level will also be focusing their work within
the context of a specific reading. A variety of oral and written examinations are
used to assess students' listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Prior to
enrolling in a Language B course, it is assumed that scholars have studied the
target language for at least two years.

1 Credit

Spanish / Culture — Grades 11 & 12 (HL or SL):
Students will work to continue and refine their studies through an analysis of
literature and creative oral and written activities.
0.5 Credits per year
Mandarin IV /V Grade 11: This course is a continuation of Chinese and covers
the elementary grammar. It includes the reading of simplified texts with emphasis

on oral expression and further study of Chinese history and culture.



1 Credit

Humanities:

IB History of the Americas — Grades 11 & 12 (HL):
An in-depth view of U. S. History and Latin America. The course will consider and
reflect upon such topics as Imperialism, the Spanish American War, Progressive
Era, World Wars | & Il, Cold War, 1920’s, Great Depression, and Post World War
Il Latin America. This course is the first of a two-year HL program to be followed
by IB 20" Century World History.

REQUIRED 1
Credit per year

History of the Americas — Grades 11: An in-depth
view of U. S. History and Latin America. The course will consider and reflect
upon such topics as Imperialism, the Spanish American War, Progressive Era,
World Wars | & I, Cold War, 1920’s, Great Depression, and Post World War I
Latin America.

1 Credit

Science:

IB Physics - Grades 11 & 12 (SL or HL): The course exposes students to this
most fundamental experimental science, which seeks to explain the universe
itself—from the very smallest particles to the vast distances between galaxies.
Students develop traditional practical skills and technigues and increase facility in

the use of mathematics, the language of physics. 1 Credit per year

Physics — Grade 11: The course exposes students to
this most fundamental experimental science, which seeks to explain the universe
itself—from the very smallest particles to the vast distances between galaxies.

Students develop traditional practical skills and techniques and increase facility in



the use of mathematics, the language of physics. 1
Credit

Mathematics:

Advanced Algebra — Grade 9 or 10: UCSMP Advanced Algebra emphasizes
facility with algebraic expressions and forms, especially linear and quadratic
forms, powers and roots, and functions based on these concepts. Students study
logarithmic, trigopnometric, polynomial, and other special functions both for their
abstract properties and as tools for modeling real-world situations. (1 Credit)

Pre-requisite: Geometry

Functions, Statistics, and Trigonometry — Grades 10 or 11: The goal of
Functions, Statistics, and Trigonometry is to present topics from these three
areas in a unified way to help students prepare for everyday live and future
courses in mathematics. Spreadsheet, graphing and CAS technology are
employed to enable students to explore and investigate, and to deal with

complicated functions and data. 1 Credit

Mathematics — Grades 11 & 12 (HL): The course is
for students with a strong background in mathematics and competence in a
range of analytical and technical skills. Students will be likely to include
mathematics as a major component of university studies—either in its own right
or within courses such as physics, engineering, or technology. The course
focuses on developing important mathematical concepts in a comprehensive,
coherent, and rigorous way through a balanced approach.

1 Credit per year

General Applied Math— Grade 11: Applied mathematics is a course
designed around an applications approach to teaching mathematics. It provides
for a hands-on, applicable, useful, and experiential way of learning and using
mathematics. The course should be offered to those students who require a



more concrete, rather than abstract, approach to learning mathematics and for
which mathematics is not expected to be a major focus of future studies.
1 Credit
The Arts: 0.5 Credits / semester

Symphonic Band: The high school Symphonic Band is the core, non-auditioned
performing group at OIAIS where band scholars perform quality wind repertoire
throughout the school year. The band doubles for seasonal ensembles such
asPep Band and Marching Band. Prerequisite: One or more years ensemble
experience. (Offered all four years)

Marching Band: The high school Minotaur Pride Marching Band is a showcase,
non-auditioned performing group at OIAIS where band scholars perform field
shows during football games and at marching festivals. The ensemble
transitions into Symphonic Band in November and doubles as seasonal
ensembles such as Pep Band and Parade Band. The marching band also
includes Colorguard and Drum Line. Prerequisite: One or more years ensemble
experience. (Offered all four years)

Jazz Ensemble: The high school showcase Jazz Ensemble is another
corequisite performing group to the Symphonic Band that uses a select wind
(saxophones, trumpets, trombones) and rhythm (piano, bass guitar, acoustic-
electric guitar, drum set, and auxiliary percussion) instrumentation where
audition-selected band scholars perform big band and contemporary jazz
literature while learning/developing improvisational techniques within the jazz
idiom. Prerequisite:One or more years ensemble experience. (Offered all four

years)

Chamber Orchestra: The high school Chamber Orchestra is a core, non-
auditioned performing group at OIAIS where string scholars perform quality
orchestra repertoire throughout the school year. Prerequisite: One or more years

ensemble experience. (Offered all four years)



Beginning Orchestra: The high school Beginning Strings is an entry-level
ensemble where scholars learn to play a traditional string instrument like violin,
viola, and cello along with developing basic musicianship and music reading

skills. (Offered all four years)

Media Production: Scholars will learn about movie making techniques,
movie editing and applying special effects. Some projects would be Highlight
Films, The Minotaur News, Slide show making and creating their own movie.
Adobe Premiere Pro, Adobe After Effect and a subscription to a multi media

archive.

Performing Choir: Scholars in this group are auditioned, advanced
singers. Music theory and more difficult part-singing will be explored, and many
songs will include percussion and staging, as well as challenging a capella
selections. This choir not only participates in two evening concerts, but will be

available for performances in our community and for special events.

Company: This is a select group of scholars that will study musical
theater repertoire and prepare scenes and songs from various styles of musicals.
Singing, acting and choreography are components of this course. This group is a
performance group that will represent the school in our community and will

require dedication and extra rehearsals. This is an auditioned group.

Advanced Theatre Arts: Production: (Pre-requisites would be Intro to
Theatre Arts and Acting Classes) Scholars in the production class will work
together to design and perform all aspects of a show, including script writing, set
and costume design, auditioning, casting, stage managing, acting and directing.
This class will also spend a unit on the Sanford Meisner method of acting.

Throughout the school year, two full productions will be presented by the class.

Film SL: Is both a powerful communication medium and an art form. The

Diploma Program film course aims to develop students’ skills so that they



become adept in both interpreting and making film texts. Through the study and
analysis of film texts and exercises in film-making, the Diploma Program film
course explores film history, theory and socio-economic background. The course
develops students’ critical abilities, enabling them to appreciate the multiplicity of
cultural and historical perspectives in film. To achieve an international
understanding within the world of film, students are taught to consider film texts,
theories and ideas from the points of view of different individuals, nations and

cultures.

IB Theatre: This is a two-year course where scholars will build on previous
theater knowledge, and it is designed to have scholars explore the world of
theatre as a whole. Scholars will experience performance, presentation,
analysis, criticism and synthesis of the varying aspects of theatre. Diploma
Program scholars will be able to recognize certain artistic techniques and
evaluate what they see, covering terminology, history, archetypes, themes,
genres, styles and structure. Performance, direction and stage design are all

requirements for this class.

IB Dance: The dance curriculum aims for a holistic
approach to dance, and embraces a variety of dance traditions and dance
cultures—past, present and looking towards the future. Performance, creative
and analytical skills are mutually developed and valued whether the students are
writing papers or creating/performing dances. The curriculum provides students
with a liberal arts orientation to dance. This orientation facilitates the
development of students who may become choreographers, dance scholars,

performers or those, more broadly, who seek life enrichment through dance.

Physical Education: 0.5 Credits / semester

Physical Education: The course will offer active participation to scholars

engaged in various physical activities to include sports. The intent is to not only



offer an avenue for physical activity but to also emphasize sportsmanship and
teamwork. The course will also include the importance of physical fithess as a

life-style.

Yoga: Yoga will be practiced using both forms of Vinyasa and Power. Scholars

will learn and practice yoga poses as anatomy and breathing exercises.

Fitness Training: A course emphasizing various forms of fithess and sports
education. Introduction to strength and speed training, agility, explosive
movements whereby scholars participate in sports activities to learn and improve

upon those skills and their benefits.

Weight Training: This course is designed to give students the opportunity to
learn weight training concepts and techniques used for obtaining optimal physical
fitness. Students will benefit from comprehensive weight training and
cardiorespiratory endurance activities. Students will learn the basic fundamentals
of weight training, strength training, aerobic training, and overall fitness training
and conditioning. Students will be empowered to make wise choices, meet
challenges, and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness, and movement

activity for a lifetime.

Scholar promotion from year to year will be based upon meeting the
standards for each basic subject area as identified in the course of study. In
addition to these standards: test scores, grades, teacher-principal
recommendations, and other pertinent data will be used to determine promotion.
Scholars will meet the credit requirements by meeting the course requirements
with a passing grade on each of the four core subjects and each of the elective
courses. Standards that scholars must achieve in order to graduate will include
accomplishment of the standards in reading, written communication,
mathematics, science, and social studies adopted by the State Board of

Education.



Scholars are required to satisfy 25.5 credit hours in addition to receiving a
passing grade on the AIMS Reading, Writing, and Math portions to meet
graduation requirements at Odyssey. Scholars will receive 1 credit for each
academic year they successfully complete a subject (Mathematics, Science,
Humanities, Language Arts) resulting in 16 credits. Five core subjects must be
taken per year to ensure progression and concurrence of learning. For electives
taken, the scholar will receive 0.5 credits for semester of successful completion —
resulting in 6 credits. Three electives must be taken per year to ensure
progression. To earn credit a scholar must complete the course requirements for
each course by achieving a 60% average or higher. Any scholar earning below a
60% average for a course will have failed the course and must pursue credit
recovery, if a core subject, or take an equivalent course for electives.

In the proposed 11th grade, high school credit will be earned when a
scholar regularly attends and satisfactorily completes the requirements of a
course. Additionally, core credit courses must meet the standards adopted by the
State Board of Education where such standards exist. Tenth grade courses
taken elsewhere should correlate with TOPA courses and meet state
requirements in order for weighted credit to be awarded. No credit transfers
automatically. All transcripts are reviewed by The Odyssey to determine
authorization for awarding credit, regardless of issuing institution, as measured
against Odyssey course requirements and descriptions in addition to state
standards. It is expected that in the 2014-2015 school year there will a limited
amount of cases where the assessment of transfer credit will be necessary, as it
is the primary purpose of amending the charter to include current students
matriculating into the 11th grade from The Odyssey Preparatory Academy family

of schools.

5) Changes in staffing that comply with the Highly Qualified federal

guidelines:

Because Odyssey will only be adding one additional grade level every

year, in keeping with the charter expansion plan lined out in the original charter,



the hiring and staffing needs are small. Seven current Odyssey 9™ and 10"
grade teachers are slated to matriculate to the proposed 11" grade as to ensure
continuity and fidelity of implementation of current Odyssey programs and
philosophies. These teachers are Highly Qualified and certified to teach in their
areas of instruction at the 11th grade level. In hiring prospective teachers,
Odyssey will only consider Highly Qualified and appropriately certified staff
members for the 11" grade. It is anticipated that Odyssey will need to hire 10
additional teachers to fill the 11" grade staff.

6) How Implementation of existing Programs meets the needs of Grade
Level being added:

Odyssey follows the 1B framework as an IB school in grades 6-10
preparing scholars for the rigors of the IB Diploma Program in grades 11 & 12. In
grade 11 Odyssey will continue with this continuum of studies offering the IB
Diploma Program offering scholars a rigorous, inquiry-based curriculum. The IB
program is a framework consistent with the holistic approach valued at Odyssey.
While there is an emphasis on subject matter scholars also work to develop
character traits, skills, community service, and an International mindedness.
Each unit plan will incorporate a driving question the scholars will seek to answer
as they consider the content. In addressing the question scholars will apply such
methods as experimentation, research, self-reading, directed instruction,
cooperative learning, compare & contrast, reporting, and real world applications /

perspectives / relevance.

*Universities consider the IB Diploma to be one of the most demanding
secondary school curricula, offering ideal preparation for post-secondary
studies. A student's participation in IB courses is, therefore, a very
important consideration in admission decisions. It is to a student's distinct
advantage to have completed IB courses, but especially so if the student
is completing the IB Diploma.

-  CURT (College & University Task Force), July, 2009
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-The chart above compares the performance of competing groups, as
noted, on the SAT. IB conducted surveys in 2002 and 2003 of students on
their acceptance rates to various colleges and universities and their
scores on the SAT, ACT and AP exams. IB North America received
responses from 6,392 candidates from 131 schools in 29 states to the
2003 survey. The mean score of 1274 was significantly higher than the
average score of the total population in 2003. Diploma candidates’ mean
score was even higher than the mean score obtained by Certificate
candidates. (IB, 2007).

*Newsweek magazine (2010) ranks 40 of the top 100 schools in America

as IB schools. In addition to the top four spots, IB schools represent seven

of the top 10.

Additionally, Odyssey will provide requisite support structures to include
office hours, peer tutoring, and an Independent Studies block to facilitate success.
These are core programs that Odyssey will continue to offer as our scholars

advance through our program.

7) Describe the level of proficiency that students must obtain to
demonstrate Mastery of academic core content and clear criteria for

promotion.



The Odyssey Institute for Advanced & International Studies will demand
and facilitate high achievement among its students. Scholars will be required to
show a Mastery (80%) of subject matter consistent with state standards as
exhibited by a passing grade, score of 60% or higher, within the subject to
receive credit toward graduation. Students failing any course will be placed on an
intensive credit recovery plan. The parents and scholar, collectively with the
teachers and administrators, will work to develop a plan that meets the scholar’s
needs and interests in working to be successful. An attempt will be made to
identify reasons for not being successful. Examples may be to determine if the
means of instruction or production were not to the strengths of the learner, or is
there a language / skills issue(s) that are impeding progression. Often what may
be viewed as a Mathematical issue is really a language, terminology issue, for
example. It will be necessary to measure progress weekly to ensure the student
is progressing toward his or her goals. Such evaluations will be based upon a
demonstration of understanding by the student to include assessments, projects,
journals, and observations. All stakeholders will work as a collaborative team to

enhance achievement of each student.

For those students scoring below 80% on formative assessments,
indicating difficulty grasping / understanding the material, the teacher will re-
teach to those students using varied instructional methods (Differentiation) taking
into consideration the varied modalities as noted above. A subsequent formative
assessment will be administered to gain insight into student progression.
Quarterly benchmarks will be established and measured against data to assist in

guiding intervention and progression.

The teacher can then target instruction to fill the gaps and guide the
student toward mastery. This will facilitate early intervention to prevent students
from falling behind and risk failing the course. This process will be applied to both

formative and summative assessment throughout the academic year and



throughout one’s four years of secondary studies. Recording and reporting on
formative and summative assessment will allow for targeted instruction and for
developing an effective career and academic plan for each student. This will also
support course progression noted below.

8) Process and criteria for awarding course credit.

Scholars are required to attend school daily meeting state attendance
requirements for lawful attendance. To progress within any subject, aside from
regular attendance, a scholar is expected to demonstrate knowledge within each
subject consistent with both course and state competency requirements for
graduation. The awarding of a credit toward the completion of high school
graduation requirements shall be based on the successful completion of State

Board-adopted academic standards for all subject areas.

Students will be required to demonstrate successful completion for each
subject matter consistent with state standards as exhibited by a passing grade,
score of 60% or higher, within the subject to receive credit toward graduation.

Students failing any course will be placed on an intensive credit recovery plan.



11th Grade Amendment Narrative
l. TIMELINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION

The Odyssey Preparatory Academy desires to implement 11™ grade for its
scholars beginning in August 2014. Thus, registration and course enrollment
would begin in the Spring 2014 with Orientations and Academic Camps taking
place in the Summer 2014.

Proposed Academic Calendar

First Day of School August 18, 2014

Labor Day September 1, 2014

Veteran’s Day November 11, 2014

Thanksgiving Break November 24 - 27, 2014

Winter Holiday December 22, 2014 — January 5, 2015
Martin Luther King Day January 20, 2015

Spring Break March 9 — March 13, 2015

Memorial Day May 25, 2015

Last Day of School June 1, 2015

Total Days of Instruction 144

A hybrid block schedule will be followed within a 4-day academic week; four
extended days / school week. The schedule / calendar satisfies ARS815-901 of
720 hours of instruction per year, 20 hours per week, offering 4 core subjects
with the requisite minimum of 123 hours of instruction each per year: Language A,
Mathematics, Science, and Humanities. Fridays are reserved for extensive,
ongoing Professional Development and horizontal & vertical collaborations in
addition to any warranted intervention for students as well as parent meetings.
Ongoing, meaningful Professional Development ensures the staff receives
requisite training to include content, instructional strategies, assessment,
curriculum planning, 1B, and technology to deliver quality instruction and effective
feedback.
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