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Southgate Academy, Inc.

CTDS:
10-87-79-000
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850 West Valencia Road
Tucson, AZ 85706

View detailed info

Name:
Sherry Matyjasik

Phone Number:
520-741-7900

Fax Number:
520-741-7901

Download all files

Change From:
Southgate Academy’s comprehensive program of instruction centers on delivering Arizona State Standards instruction on language arts, mathematics, social studies,
science, comprehensive health, technology, and the arts using an inquiry based-model. The curriculum iteself emphasizes both skill and content development.

Change To:
Southgate Academy’s comprehensive program of instruction centers on delivering Arizona State Standards instruction on language arts, mathematics, social studies,
science, comprehensive health, technology, and the arts using the Beyond Textbook framework created by the Vail School District. The core of the curriculum is
composed of unwrapped standards that determine big ideas, key vocabulary, student-friendly language, essential questions, and performance tasks that prove mastery.
The curriculum itself emphasizes both skill and content development that will provide students with knowledge beyond just a test date.

Board Minutes — Download File

Narrative that describes 1) the change, to include rationale and background and 2) how the program of instruction change will support the educational philosophy
and target population served. — Download File

Additional Information*
No documents were uploaded.

Charter Representative Signature
Sherry Matyjasik 01/20/2012
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Per telephone conversation with Bianca Martinez today, I am attaching PMP to board minutes. Several 
attempts were made on my end to submit the PMP on its own in all the acceptable formats (.pdf, .doc, 
.docx, .xls, .xlsx).  

 

                  Thank You,  

                  Southgate Academy  

















January 20, 2012 

To: State Board for Charter Schools 

Rationale for Beyond Text Books 

The primary reason and rationale for requesting this amendment is to 
upgrade and improve our curriculum by implementing a more rigorous and 

clearly defined framework of instructional delivery to better meet the needs 
of our targeted population. After four years of inadequate academic progress 

based on Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) requirements in core academic 
subjects the Southgate Academy leadership team considered various options 

to improve student achievement. As Southgate Academy continues to attract 
a growing number of “at-risk” students it was essential that we adopt and 

implement as a solid core program to meet the academic needs of our 
students without depleting our resources.  

  

The concept and program that is proposed in this amendment is the Vail 
School District’s Beyond Textbook Program with the motto “A Vision of 

Success.” Central to our mission is the belief that all students can learn and 
achieve at high levels. We also sought out a program that would meet the 

curriculum needs of a K-12 school while providing consistency and solidarity 
at each progressive grade level. The Beyond Textbook Program allows us to 

expand and clarify the schools expectations to teach the required AZ state 

standards. With clearly defined essential standards that are clearly 
calendared for each subject and grade level we are able to approach the 

year with a clearly defined plan. Teachers are also provided an “unwrapped 
document” for each of these standards to help define the big ideas as well as 

essential questions that guide effective instruction. By implementing this 
curriculum change we are also recognizing a higher level of performance 

expectation from each student. Included in this program are a variety of 
assessments including weekly formative assessments and quarterly 

benchmark assessments to be administered according to a district wide 
assessment calendar. Our mission encompasses the fact that we will support 

and monitor the individual growth of each of our students. This awareness 
and frequent contact is essential to meeting the academic and social needs 

of our schools population.  

  

Another major advantage included in this request is the fact that the Beyond 

Textbook program centers on the idea of shared resources and professional 



development. The BT provides assistance and direct instruction on effective 

professional development strategies. In addition Southgate Academy is 
currently in its second year as a team enrolled in the Professional 

Development Leadership Academy. Our first year as a team our task was to 
develop an innovation that would be most likely to impact our student 

achievement. As a team the innovation we selected was using the Essential 
Elements of Instruction (Hunter) lesson framework with a specific focus on 

calendared standards.  

  

The final appeal of the Beyond Textbook program is the navigated guidance 

to help our teachers access limitless resources available through the 
Internet. Our team believes that by adopting the Beyond Textbook program 

our teachers will be in the best position to collaborate and contribute to the 
nation wide community of educators using this resource.  

  

This curriculum change will allow us to compete with surrounding schools 
and I am optimistic that this is the answer for Southgate Academy.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

   

Sylvia M. Calmelat 

Superintendent 
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