
Portable Practical Education Preparation, Inc. – Charter Mission Amendment Request  

On December 8, 2011, Portable Practical Education Preparation, Inc. (PPEP, Inc.), a non-profit entity, 

submitted a complete amendment request for the change of the charter’s mission. 

Change From 

The mission of PPEP Tec High School is to provide quality educational services to students, ages fifteen 

through twenty-one in grades 9 through 12 who are at risk of becoming permanent dropouts of our 

public educational system. Fulfilling this mission will also provide students with the knowledge and skills 

necessary to obtain employment or continue their education in post-secondary institutions. 

Change To 

The mission of PPEP Tec High School is to provide quality educational services to students, ages fourteen 

through twenty-one in grades 9 through 12 who are at risk of becoming permanent dropouts of our 

public educational system. Fulfilling this mission will also provide students with the knowledge and skills 

necessary to obtain employment or continue their education in post-secondary institutions. 

Background 

PPEP, Inc. was granted a charter in 1995. The charter was renewed in 2011. PPEP, Inc. currently operates 

nine schools - PPEP TEC - Jose Yepez Learning Center (opened 1995 in Somerton), PPEP TEC - Victor 

Soltero Learning Center (opened 1995 in Tucson), PPEP TEC - Colin L. Powell Learning Center (opened 

1995 in Sierra Vista), PPEP TEC - Celestino Fernandez Learning Center (opened 1995 in Tucson),  PPEP 

TEC - Alice S. Paul Learning Center (opened 1995 in Casa Grande),  PPEP TEC - 'Lito' Pena Learning Center 

(opened 1995 in Avondale), PPEP TEC - Cesar Chavez Learning Center (opened 1995 in San Luis), PPEP 

TEC - Raul H. Castro Learning Center (opened 1995 in Douglas), and PPEP TEC - Robles Junction Learning 

Center (opened 2005 in Robles Junction). In addition, the charter holder has closed six schools, and 

transferred one to a separate charter. All PPEP, Inc. schools are listed by the Arizona Department of 

Education as alternative schools. 

The existing mission was the result of an amendment in 2005. The mission was also amended in 2002, 

1997 and 1996. The originally approved mission described an age range of 16 to 21. The 1996 

amendment increased that range to 14-21. The 1997 amendment changed the age range to 15-21, 

where it has remained since. The 2002 and 2005 amendments did not change the age range. The 

original charter was for grades 9-12, and the grade range has not been amended. 

In support of the amendment request, PPEP, Inc. has supported minutes from the governing board 

meeting of December 7, 2011, at which the change in mission was discussed. Dr. John Arnold, CEO of 

PPEP, Inc., described how 14-year-olds were not successful with the original self-paced curriculum 

employed by PPEP TEC High School (PTHS), leading to the 1997 amendment. The minutes then state that 

since the 2010-2011 school year, PTHS has implemented a direct instruction model that would facilitate 

the success of 14 year olds transitioning from middle school. This would also allow PTHS to collaborate 

with potential ‘feeder’ middle schools. The minutes indicate that the motion to amend the mission was 

carried unanimously by the attending quorum. 



While the original charter contract does not describe methods of instruction, the Performance 

Management Plans for Math and Reading, submitted as part of the 2011 renewal contract, describe the 

implementation of a direct instructional model in order to raise student performance. The rational 

described in the minutes is consistent with the Performance Management Plan approved in 2011. 

Recommendation – Given that the proposed mission aligns with the methods of instruction described in 

the Performance Management Plan adopted with the renewal contract, the recommendation is to 

approve the amendment to the mission.  
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Charter Holder Representative

Name:
Portable Practical Educational
Preparation, Inc. (PPEP, Inc.)

CTDS:
10-87-44-000

Mailing Address:
1840 East Benson Hwy
Tucson, AZ 85714

View detailed info

Name:
Randy Kempton

Phone Number:
520-741-4387

Fax Number:
520-294-7738

Download all files

Change From
The mission of PPEP Tec High School is to provide quality educational services to students, ages fifteen through twenty-one in grades 9 through 12 who are at risk of
becoming permanent dropouts of our public educational system. Fulfilling this mission will also provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary to obtain
employment or continue their education in post-secondary institutions.

Change To
The mission of PPEP Tec High School is to provide quality educational services to students, ages fourteen through twenty-one in grades 9 through 12 who are at risk of
becoming permanent dropouts of our public educational system. Fulfilling this mission will also provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary to obtain
employment or continue their education in post-secondary institutions.

Board Minutes — Download File

Additional Information*
No documents were uploaded.

Charter Representative Signature
Randy Kempton 12/08/2011
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