
AGENDA ITEM:  Arizona Online Instruction Program of Instruction Amendment Request  
    – North Star Charter School, Inc. 

 
 
Issue  
North Star Charter School, Inc., a non-profit entity, submitted a complete Arizona Online Instruction 
Amendment Request for the addition of a probationary online school under A.R.S. §15-808 providing a 
comprehensive program of instruction for grade levels 9-12. 
 
As stated in Board policy, staff conducted a compliance check as part of the amendment and notification 
request approval process, prior to a charter school being placed on an agenda. This included an assessment 
of whether Arizona Preparatory Academy, the school operated by North Star Charter School, Inc., met or 
demonstrated sufficient progress toward the Board’s level of adequate academic performance. 
 
As shown in the graphs that follow, Arizona Preparatory Academy has not met or demonstrated sufficient 
progress toward the Board’s level of adequate academic performance. Student data represented in the graphs 
below is based on students that have been enrolled for a full academic year.  Full Academic Year (FAY) 
students are those that were continuously enrolled in a school from within the first ten school days through the 
testing date. This is a subset of school’s full AIMS data.  The charter holder is compliant in all other areas. 
 
Background  
North Star Charter School, Inc. was granted a charter in 2000 and opened Arizona Preparatory Academy in 
2003.  
 
According to the Charter Holder, several changes have occurred since the 2010 assessments that address 
academic performance. Staff mobility has been reduced from the previous 75%, and additional staff positions 
have allowed for a reduction in the student-teacher ratio. The Charter Holder did not provide specific data or 
numbers regarding these statements. The Charter Holder discussed the transition to a hybrid model within the 
past year which includes increased rigor and project-based requirements for courses. 
 
The charter holder has provided a narrative and documents to support their case for amending the charter 
which can be found in Appendix A. 
 

 
 
Board Options  

1. Approve the amendment to add a probationary online school to the North Star Charter School, Inc. 
charter. 

2. Deny the amendment to the North Star Charter School, Inc. charter. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Option 1. This is supported by the following: 
 

1. The narrative describes the changes and improvements to staff. 



 
2. The charter holder has also provided information that describes the transition from a solely computer 

assisted method of instruction to a hybrid model that includes increased rigor and project-based 
requirements. 
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