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Keystone Montessori Charter School, Inc. - Entity 10878 


School: Keystone Montessori Charter School 


 


 


Renewal Executive Summary 


 
Sources of Evidence for this Document 


 
Pursuant to A.R.S. 15-183.I, a charter may be renewed for successive periods of twenty years. 


The Arizona State Board for Charter Schools (Board) has established a process for the renewal 


of a charter that is based on affirmative evidence in three areas: 


 


I. Success of the academic program, including academic achievement 


II. Viability of the organization, including fiscal management and compliance 


III. Adherence to the terms of the charter, including contract and legal compliance 


 


Evaluation of the charter holder's success in these three areas is based on a variety of 


information that w ill serve as sources of evidence in determining renewal of a charter. These 


sources include, but are not limited to:   


 


 Pupil achievement data 


 Independent financial audits 


 Five-year interval summary reviews 


 Site visit reports 


 Monitoring reports  


 Application package for renewal 


 


 
Profile  


 
Keystone Montessori Charter School operates one school serving grades 1-9. The graph below 


shows the charter holder’s actual 100
th
 day average daily membership (ADM) for fiscal years 


2008-2012 and the fiscal year 2013 40
th
 Day count as of October 12, 2012. 
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Graphs displaying the academic achievement for the past five years, if available, are provided 


below.  
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I.  Success of the Academic Program 


 
The academic performance of the school operated by the charter holder meets or 


demonstrates sufficient progress toward the Board’s level of adequate academic performance. 


Therefore, the charter holder was not required to submit a Performance Management Plan.  


 


The FY 2012 letter grade for Keystone Montessori Charter School is an A, as reported by the 


Arizona Department of Education.   


 


 
II. Viability of the Organization 


 
The charter holder meets the standards specified in the Renewal Application Instructions. 


Therefore, the charter holder was not required to submit the charter holder’s Financial 


Sustainability portion of the Detailed Business Plan Section. 
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III. Adherence to the Terms of the Charter 


 
A.  Compliance Matters Requiring Board or Other Agency Action


1
  


 


The charter holder has been included on the Board’s November 26, 2012 meeting agenda for 


failure to timely submit its fiscal year 2012 audit reporting package, which was due on 


November 15, 2012. 


 


B.  Other Compliance Matters
2
  


 


For the previous five fiscal years, the charter holder has failed to timely submit its Annual 


Financial Report and Budget for one or more years.  For fiscal year 2012, the charter holder has 


failed to submit its fiscal year 2012 audit reporting package.   


 


 


C. Charter Holder’s Organizational Membership 


 


Because the organizational membership on file w ith the Board was consistent w ith the 


information on file w ith the Arizona Corporation Commission, the charter holder was not 


required to submit the charter holder’s Organizational Membership portion of the Detailed 


Business Plan Section.  


 


 
Board Options 


 
 


Option 1: The Board may approve the renewal.  The following language is provided for 


consideration:  Renewal is based on consideration of academic, fiscal and contractual 


compliance of the charter holder. In this case, there is a record of contractual noncompliance 


which has been reviewed. With that taken into consideration as well as all information provided 


to the Board for consideration of this renewal application package and during its discussion with 


representatives of the charter holder, I move to approve the request for charter renewal and 


grant a renewal contract to Keystone Montessori Charter School.   


 


 


Option 2:  The Board may deny the renewal unless certain provisions are included. Staff 


recommends the following language provided for consideration: I move that, based upon a 


review of the information provided by the representatives of the charter holder and the 


contents of the application package which includes the academic performance, the fiscal 


compliance, and legal and contractual compliance of the charter holder over the charter term, 


the Board has sufficient basis to deny the request of Keystone Montessori Charter School for 


the renewal of its charter on the grounds that it failed to submit the fiscal year 2012 audit 


                                                 
1
 For more information about the areas of compliance reviewed for this section, please see the “Renewal Guide”. 


2
 For more information about the areas of compliance reviewed for this section, please see the “Renewal Guide”. 
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reporting package in accordance with A.R.S. §15-183(E)(6) and A.R.S. §15-914 and its charter 


contract.  


 


That taken into consideration, there is an expectation that the charter holder can submit the 


fiscal year 2012 audit reporting package within 10 days.  Therefore, the Board will grant a 


renewal contract so long as a complete audit reporting package is received by close of business 


on December 7, 2012. 


 


If Keystone Montessori Charter School fails to submit a complete fiscal year 2012 audit 


reporting package, then it is the Board’s decision that Keystone Montessori Charter School’s 


request for renewal of its charter be denied for the reasons already specified.   
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Renewal Summary Review


Five-Year Interval Report Back to reports list


Interval Report Details


Report Date: 10/31/2012 Report Type: Renewal


Charter Contract Information


Charter Corporate Name: Keystone Montessori Charter School, Inc.
Charter CTDS: 07-87-79-000 Charter Entity ID: 10878


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 12/31/1998


Authorizer: ASBCS Contractual Days:


Number of Schools: 1 Keystone Montessori Charter School: 180


Charter Grade Configuration: 1-9 Contract Expiration Date: 12/30/2013


FY Charter Opened: 1999 Charter Signed: 12/30/1998


Charter Granted: 10/13/1998 Corp. Commission Status Charter Holder is in Good Standing


Corp. Commission File # 0856993-2 Corp. Type Non Profit


Corp. Commission Status Date 12/30/2008 Charter Enrollment Cap 260


Charter Contact Information


Mailing Address: 1025 East Liberty Lane
Phoenix, AZ 85048


Website: —


Phone: 480-460-7312 Fax: 480-283-8402


Mission Statement: The purpose of Keystone Montessori school is to provide a prepared environment scaled to the child's size and designed for
structured learning where the children are free to explore and interact. The program is based on the philosophy of Dr. Maria
Montessori, a noted Italian educator and physician (1870-1952), who revolutionized early childhood education by advocating
that children be allowed the freedom to explore and develop their own creative potential through a wealth of self-
educational materials. Much of the educational equipment found today in the Montessori classroom was developed by Maria
Montessori nearly 100 years ago including hands-on mathematical materials and experiences to develop the child's sensory
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perceptions and refine his sense awareness, and many exercises designed to allow young children to practice skills they
would need for daily living and self-help. The child's avid interest is nurtured by materials illustrating principles of
geography, zoology, botany, archeology; all of these areas explored with concrete objects, tactile experiments, collection,
classification and identification. The children readily take up this reality based purposeful "work"-creative work designed to
develop mental and manual dexterity and to arm children with the tools for a lifetime of creative learning. We also believe
school should be a place where love and respect for one another are of equal importance. Everyday we stress the
importance of living in harmony with others and nature. The best environment possible for children's growth is when
educators and families work together. We have an open door policy for discussion of any issues concerning your child.


Charter Representatives: Name: Email: FCC Expiration Date:


1.) Ms. Sherri Sampson sherri@keystonemontessori.com —


Academic Performance - Keystone Montessori Charter School


School Name: Keystone Montessori Charter School School CTDS: 07-87-79-001


School Entity ID: 10884 Charter Entity ID: 10878


School Status: Open School Open Date: 01/07/1999


Physical Address: 1025 East Liberty Lane
Phoenix, AZ 85048


Website: —


Phone: 480-460-7312 Fax: 480-283-8402


Grade Levels Served: 1-9 FY 2011 100th Day ADM: 202.52


Academic Performance Per Fiscal Year


FY AZ LEARNS Profile Met AYP


Elementary ELEM 358


2011 Excelling; A — — Met


2010 Excelling — — Met


2009 — Excelling — Yes


2008 — Excelling — Yes


2007 — — Excelling Yes


Charter/Legal Compliance


Charter Corporate Name: Keystone Montessori Charter School, Inc.
Charter CTDS: 07-87-79-000 Charter Entity ID: 10878


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 12/31/1998


Timely Submission of AFR


Year Timely


2011 No


2010 Yes


2009 Yes


2008 Yes


Timely Submission of Budget


Year Timely


2012 Yes


2011 Yes


2010 Yes


2009 No
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2007 Yes 2008 Yes


Audit and Fiscal Compliance


Charter Corporate Name: Keystone Montessori Charter School, Inc.
Charter CTDS: 07-87-79-000 Charter Entity ID: 10878


Charter Status: Open Contract Effective Date: 12/31/1998


Timely Submission of Annual Audit


Year Timely


2011 Yes


2010 Yes


2009 Yes


2008 Yes


2007 Yes


Audit Issues Requiring Corrective Action Plan (CAP)


There were no CAP Issues for fiscal years 2007 to 2011.


Repeat Issues Identified through Audits


There were no repeat findings for fiscal years 2007 to 2011.
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Downloads


Academic Performance


Detailed Business Plan


Signature


Renewal Application


Download all files
Note: Please be patient. This may take up to a few minutes to complete depending on the number of files included with this application.


Performance Management Plan:
The school or schools operated by the Charter Holder meet the Board's level of adequate academic performance. Therefore, the Charter Holder is waived from the
requirements of the Academic Performance Section. Please proceed to the Detailed Business Plan Section.


Charter Holder’s Organizational Membership:
The Charter Holder is waived from the requirements of the Charter Holder's Organizational Membership requirement in the Detailed Business Plan Section.


Charter Holder’s Financial Sustainability – Part A:
The Charter Holder is waived from the requirements of the Charter Holder's Financial Sustainability requirement in the Detailed Business Plan Section.


Charter Holder’s Financial Sustainability – Part B:
The Charter Holder is waived from the requirements of the Charter Holder's Financial Sustainability, Part B, requirement in the Detailed Business Plan Section.


Charter Representative Signature
Sherri Sampson 08/16/2012
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