
AGENDA ITEM:  New School Site and Enrollment Cap Notification Requests – E-Institute Charter Schools, 
Inc.  
 
 
Issue  
E-Institute Charter Schools, Inc., a non-profit entity, submitted complete notification requests to add two new 
school sites. A complete notification request for the increase of the enrollment cap was also submitted.  
Notification Requests are generally reviewed and, if complete, signed by the executive director without Board 
consideration.  Because the schools currently operated by the Charter Holder do not meet or demonstrate 
sufficient progress toward the Board’s level of adequate academic performance, the executive director has not 
signed the requests.   
 
Background  
E-Institute Charter Schools, Inc. was granted a charter in 1999. New sites were added in 2008, 2009, and 
2010. The initial enrollment cap of 300 was increased to 550 in October 2008, and increased again to its 
current 700 in May 2009. Two of the schools operated by the Charter Holder are designated as Alternative 
Schools for the purpose of AZ Learns. 
 
As stated in Board policy, prior to a charter school being placed on an agenda, staff conducts a compliance 
check as part of the amendment approval process. This included an assessment of whether E-Institute at 
Acoma, E-Institute at Metro, E-Institute at Grovers, E-Institute at Union Hills, E-Institute Charter School at 
Buckeye and Taylion Virtual H. S. of Arizona met or demonstrated sufficient progress toward the Board’s level 
of adequate academic performance. As shown in the graphs below, two of the E-Institute schools have not met 
the Board’s level of adequate academic performance based on 2010 academic data. 2011 data is not yet 
available.  As schools that just completed their first year of operation, data was not available for E-Institute 
Charter School at Buckeye, E-Institute at Grovers, and Taylion Virtual H. S. of Arizona. 
 
As provided by the Charter Holder in the submission, E-Institute Charter Schools has a goal of opening two 
additional sites for the 2011-2012 school year. One site will be located in Avondale, the other in Tempe. The 
additional sites will utilize the same hybrid approach of instructional delivery that is present at the existing E-
Institute schools. The Charter Holder also discussed the findings of a comparative data study completed in 
2008 that compared E-Institute schools with other district and charter alternative schools. The findings 
described by the Charter Holder indicate that E-Institute schools have a graduation rate above both district and 
charter alternative schools serving  students fitting the same demographic profile and within the same 
geographic area as E-Institute Schools, Inc.    
 
According to the Charter Holder, student enrollment has increased yearly and currently is at a combined 
enrollment of 790, which exceeds the current enrollment cap of 700. The Charter Holder attributes higher than 
normal growth in enrollment at the existing sites to the existing 365 days per year open enrollment access to 
online high school. With the addition of Taylion Virtual High School in the fall of 2010 and the possible addition 
of two sites to open in the fall of 2011, the Charter Holder anticipates a significant increase in enrollment.  
 

 



  

 
 
    
 The Charter Holder has provided a narrative and documents to support their case for the additional sites and 
increase in enrollment cap which can be found in Appendix A. 
 
Board Options  

1. Accept the notification request to increase the enrollment cap and add two sites to the E-Institute 
Charter Schools, Inc. charter. 

2. Deny the increase in the enrollment cap and the addition of two sites to the E-Institute Charter Schools, 
Inc. charter. 

 
Staff Recommendation 
Option 1. 
 
 
Suggested Motion  
Based on the information provided by the Charter Holder, including narrative describing increases in 
enrollment as well as discussion of graduation rates I move to approve the request for E-Institute Charter 
Schools, Inc. to add two new sites and increase the enrollment cap from 700 to 2000. 
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