
AGENDA ITEM: Surrender Agreement 

Daisy Education Corporation dba Sonoran Science Academy - Ahwatukee, the charter holder, operates 

Sonoran Science Academy - Ahwatukee serving approximately 75 students in grades Kindergarten 

through eight.   

On March 12, 2015, the Charter Operator notified the Board that the lease for the School building will 

expire at the end of fiscal year 2015, the Charter Operator was unable to find a good location and facility 

to relocate the school for next year, and the Charter Operator voted to close the School and surrender 

the Charter. 

A copy of the proposed terms of the Agreement is included in Appendix A below. 

The Charter Holder has made the following arrangements for families: 

 SSA-Ahwatukee parents were notified about the closure of the school during the week of March 

23rd via email and a letter home. 

 An information session was held at the current location on Friday, March 27th, for parents to 

address their questions and concerns. 

 Paragon Science Academy is an A-rated, K-12 sister school of SSA-Ahwatukee (and part of Sonoran 

Schools) and is located just six miles from the Ahwatukee campus. 

 There is enough capacity at Paragon Science Academy to accommodate any and all students who 

would like to continue their education with Sonoran Schools. 

 Paragon Science Academy will hold Open Houses, exclusively for current SSA-Ahwatukee parents 

and students, on Wednesday, April 1st, at 5:30PM and Saturday, April 4th, at 10AM. Enrollment 

applications for Paragon Science Academy will be shared with SSA-Ahwatukee families during the 

Open Houses and they will be processed within a week of receipt. 

 Free transportation for students who would have difficulty getting to the Paragon Science Academy 

campus will be considered. 

 The computer lab at the current location will be available on April 3rd for parents to locate and 

compare new schools for their students, through the AZ Charter School Association’s Education 

Evaluator website. 

Board Options 

The Board may adopt the terms of the Surrender Agreement. Staff recommends the following language 

for consideration: I move that the Board adopt the Consent Agreement for the Voluntary Surrender and 

Termination of the Charter Contract for Daisy Education Corporation dba Sonoran Science Academy - 

Ahwatukee. 
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March 20, 2015 

Arizona State Board for Charter Schools 

1616 West Adams Street, Suite 170 

Phoenix AZ, 85007  

 

Re: Daisy Education Corporation dba Sonoran Science Academy Ahwatukee  

       Consent Agreement for Voluntary Surrender of Charter Contract  

                 

This letter serves as an official notification that Daisy Education Corporation dba 

Sonoran Science Academy - Ahwatukee is submitting a signed consent agreement for 

voluntary surrender of its charter contract.  

SSA-Ahwatukee opened its door in August 2009 and has been located at 14647 S. 50th 

St., Phoenix, since August, 2010. The lease for the current location will expire at the 

end of June, 2015, and the landlord has notified us of its intent to sell the building to 

another party when our lease expires. 

Although we have been disappointed with the ability of this current facility to meet our 

students’ needs, we have been unable to locate a more suitable facility for the school for 

the 15-16 school year in the area; therefore, with no option to remain at the present 

location beyond the present lease, voluntary surrender of our charter is our only viable 

option at this time. 

Arrangements for Families 

 SSA-Ahwatukee parents will be notified about the closure of the school during the week 

of March 23rd via email and a letter home. 

 An information session will be held at the current location on Friday, March 27th, for 

parents to address their questions and concerns. 

 Paragon Science Academy is an A-rated, K-12 sister school of SSA-Ahwatukee (and 

part of Sonoran Schools) and is located just six miles from the Ahwatukee campus. 
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There is enough capacity at Paragon Science Academy to accommodate any and all 

students who would like to continue their education with Sonoran Schools. 

 Paragon Science Academy will hold Open Houses, exclusively for current SSA-

Ahwatukee parents and students, on Wednesday, April 1st, at 5:30PM and Saturday, 

April 4th, at 10AM. Enrollment applications for Paragon Science Academy will be 

shared with SSA-Ahwatukee families during the Open Houses and they will be 

processed within a week of receipt.   

 Free transportation for students who would have difficulty getting to the Paragon 

Science Academy campus will be considered.  

 The computer lab at the current location will be available on April 3rd for parents to 

locate and compare new schools for their students, through the AZ Charter School 

Association’s Education Evaluator website.   

Student Records 

 The school will mail a complete copy of each student’s school records, transcripts, 

withdrawal notice, etc. to the parents/guardians the week of May 25th.  

 The student records for both recent and past students will be maintained at Sonoran 

Schools central office at: 

  Sonoran Schools 

            2975 W. Linda Ln. 

            Chandler, AZ 85224 

Phone: 480-940-5440           

Fax: 480-940-5458   

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Fatih Karatas 

Charter Representative  

Daisy Education Corporation dba  

Sonoran Science Academy Ahwatukee  
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