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Helping students so
that they may serve
their communities

There are many reasons that students turn to alternative
schools. In many cases, these students have been underserved
or struggled in traditional settings. Alternative schools play a
pivotal role in helping to develop leadership skills and foster
community awareness. The students consistently engage and
participate in many projects to give back to their communities.
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San Luis, Arizona/Mexico

['m |_".|-_1.'|;_'.‘i|'}i-|,:|_|_|_. and a student ac PEPP TEC | [f.;_.;|| Scheol. I come from
a migrant family in San Luis, Arizona. My family has been migrant since we
came to the ULS. Every year around May, we go back to Mexico because of the
lack af work here in Avizona. My Family has had very rough times because we

used to be very pooe. My mom, my sisters, and 1 have scroggled a lon since we

brasically grEW up without our dad and he did nat |'lt'i[" 1y mother with what
was needed. [ remember we used o cat Maruchan soup almost every day with
those little |'|.|-_"-_;-|_| SAUSAEES o1 broceoli, Thankfully we have our !.’_I'::I'Il.i:'.ﬂl]‘JuT
who worked so hard 1o get our permanent residency in the United Stares to

wive us a berter life.

When 1 was fourteen, 1 wanted to drop out of school o help my mother and
sisters. Bur then [ got pregnant ar age fifteen. My mom worked very hard in che
hields to help me during my pregnancy since my baby's dad did not help me with

anything. When I gave birth, 1 dropped out of school wo start working 10 provide

for my davgheer. 1 was sdll ffeen when [ stared |\"=.||i1.;<_' mvself in the felds Irwas
very hard work for me to be a mocher and work so hard so voung, A few months
|.If.i I | o 'i'-.’lk|-2 i Hu|'-u- | ||||| l.||;.|! I Mlc:ts}xd o '.'u-I'L A 3TH | J-:.'t.ln”_'-' -.1|'Hp|"rd o

like four times o work. We x.;|1|_;',5;|1|.i a lor o pay bills, buy tood. and all the things

we needed becavse we didnt have, and sell dont have, the money o afford r:I:I‘l:'j'
things like other kids. The kst time ] a,ZI'-:'ll[:-!_!-:'ll out of school 1 realized thar | needed
_ to have a career w0 give my davghier a berrer life and to make my mother proud

~ Melody Jimenaz, r‘-""f_:iramf'z-’l?t_"’: because she has worked so hard for us. Worlking in the helds is just something |
Rl clon' like. | have worked in freezing temperarures where because of the breeze, and/
or sweat, my clothes freeze. | could .iL'[lI.'....:'.' ];_-:_-| and hear |I¢"~'-' the ice kl'-.i'\hl-l-l when

| squeezed my diothes

Alternative students desire the same opportunities traditional
students enjoy, but they often face challenges most students do not.







Academic Recognition and Student Government are
often the first step in building skills and empowering
the students.




Many move on to specialized groups
such as Future Healthcare Leaders




The school helps students find
opportunities to attend events such
as the LULAC Youth Leadership

Conference.




Taking thooe okills and




Outreach

Students are the best ambassadors for education!




Yuma County students hone their public
speaking skills talking about the
importance of school to local 8" graders at
San Luis Middle School.




Douglas students serve on the Mayor’s
Youth City Council







Students serve Thanksgiving Dinner
to families in need and homeless

members of the community




Learning the value of kindness at
Ben’s Bells project in Tucson
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Students in Tucson assembling care
kits to distribute to needy agricultural
migrant families in Yuma.
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Students from all corners of southern Arizona are
donating goods and giving their time in response to
recent overwhelming nationwide needs for disaster
relief.




Knitting hats for breast cancer
patients




Douglas students take the lead in
community service!




Continuing efforts and persistent support
for alternative schools are key to ensuring
that these students and future students
like them will have opportunities to realize
their own potential. In turn, they will rise
to the challenges of enriching their lives
and their communities.
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