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Objectives:  

• Engage charter leaders throughout the state to 
understand their concerns; address with 
appropriate agencies  

• Develop an advocacy agenda for the upcoming 
legislative session that incorporates charter 
leaders concerns 



Advocacy Tour Update 
• 2015 Advocacy Tour Kick-off: 

– August 19th in Yuma  

– Tour will cover nearly every corner of the state- including 
Flagstaff, Prescott, Lake Havasu City, Tucson and sites within 
Maricopa County 

• These regional meetings will be held on charter school campuses 
in an effort to foster relationships between charter leaders.  

• These events are open to all Association members, including 
charter school leaders, staff and board members- including State 
Board members! 

• Registration is available online: 
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/51586354373966  

http://form.jotformpro.com/form/51586354373966
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/51586354373966


Classrooms First Initiative Council 

• Governor Ducey wants to overhaul Arizona’s K-12 finance 
system, which has not been overhauled since 1980. 

• Preliminary recommendations September 2015 & final 
recommendations December 2015 

• The Association and the Center For Student Achievement 
are consultants to the Governor’s Council and the 
Equitable Funding Structure Working Group 
– Current meeting dates: 

• August 27 

• September 10 and 22 

• October 8 and 29 

• November 19 

• December 2 

 

 

 
 



http://www.centerforstudentachievement.org/uploads/2/0/7/4/20740134/funding_graphic_11x17.pdf


Current K-12 Student Funding Formula 

• The state formula provides for basic instructional and 
operational functions of schools. 

– Funding is based on size, number of students 
(with special needs and language minorities) and 
teacher characteristics. 

• Charter student funding comes entirely from the 
state’s general fund 

• District student funding comes diverse sources 
including the general fund, local property taxes, 
bonds and overrides  

• Online and JTED students funded differently 

 
 



Core Funding- Equalization Formula 
• Base Amount- Provided to all, amount varies 

• Student Characteristics  

– Group A and B weights, provided to all, amount varies 

• Additional Assistance  

– Charter: All capital needs; transportation, technology and 
textbooks 

– District: transportation, technology and textbooks 

 

DISTRICT ONLY: Not Available to Charters 

– Teacher Experience: provided to some districts, amount varies, 

– Teacher Compensation: to districts with approved evaluation 
systems 



Supplemental Funding  

District Only: Not Available to Charters 

• Local Property Tax- additional levies provided to some 
districts, amounts vary 

• School Buildings- School Facilities Board funds provided to 
some districts, amounts varied 

• Local Elections- bonds and overrides (K-3, M&O and 
Capital) available to some districts, amounts vary 

Available to All Students  

• Propositions/Voter Initiatives-all public students receive 
equal amount 



Public Student Supplemental Funding   

• State Grants- provided to some, amounts vary 

• Tax Credits- individual contributions to some, amounts 
vary 

• Federal Funding- outside of the state’s control (except for 
FY16 decrease in Title 1 funding), provided to nearly all, 
amounts vary 

 



Goal: Equitable Funding Structure 
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Student Equity Question 

• Arizona’s base level funding contains monies for special 
education that are equally distributed (regardless of special 
education enrollment) among all students, adding $548.19 
per child for elementary students and $364.30 for high 
school students. 

• Whether these dollars should be equitably (based on need) 
or equally distributed will be a topic of discussion during the 
CFIC and the legislature. 



Questions? 


